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Art Gallery of New South Wales, 10.5 x 14.9 cm, modified by John Slater, Collection of 
Richard Peterson. 
 
This postcard was made by John as a wittily self-deprecating collage, and posted by him from 
London  
to Richard in Melbourne, on 16 July 1996. 
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Introit 
 
 
John’s1 hoary historiographical aphorism, about maintaining conclusions with doubt,2 
has now evolved into his frequent response to the fragmentary observations from 
which what follows grew. It’s clear that the longer he’s around, the more that certainty 
evades him, and all he’s prepared to offer is ‘quite possibly so…’ So, in that 
inquisitive spirit, this material remains defiantly provisional. 
 
Six days after the notorious Shanghai massacre in which Chiang Kai-shek purged 
the Communists from the Kuomintang, ordering over a thousand to be arrested, 300 
to be officially executed and caused another 5,000 to go missing; and just two days 
after the birth in his parents' home in the village of Marktl am Inn, Bavaria, of Joseph 
Ratzinger who later became Pope Benedict XVI, John was born on 18 April 1927, in 
Upper Heath, Hampstead, in London.3 

                                                           
1 Dr John Slater, BA (Oxon), Dip Ed (Oxon), MA (London), D Phil (Exeter), FHA.  
John has specifically requested that his appellation ’Dr’ not be used here, refer: p 12. 
 
2  Other historians such as Tony Judt (1948-2010, British historian, essayist, and academic in European 
history) and Michael Oakeshot (1901-90, English philosopher and political theorist of the philosophy of 
history) were timourously fearful of reaching any conclusions; and from André Gide: ‘Croyez ceux qui 
cherchent la vérité, doutez de ceux qui la trouvent; doutez de tout, mais ne doutez pas de vous-même.’ 
[Believe those who seek the truth, doubt those who find it; doubt all, but do not doubt yourself], from 
Gallimard, ed, Ainsi soit-il; ou, Les Jeux sont faits, 1952, p 174. 
 
3 Certified Copy of an Entry of Birth, 9 May 1927, and Certificate of Birth, 11 April 1950. The birthplace 
hospital may actually have been the very same as that where Professor Miles Lewis of the Faculty of 
Architecture and Building, University of Melbourne, was born, almost 20 years later. 
 
John's was an extraordinary generation (though in my view, it was not as great as the generation born 
20 years earlier). If they went, they were at university in the Fifties. Other than those mentionedin the text, 
John’s exact contemporaries (within two years) include: Maria del Rosario Cayetana Plaoma Alfonsa 
Victoria Eufgenia Fernanda Teresa Francisca de Paula Lourdes Antonia Josefa Fausta Riyta Castor 
Dorotea Santa Esperanza Fitz-James Stuart y de Silva Falcop y Gurtubay, The Duchess of Alba 
(1926-2016); USA playright Edward Albee (b1928), film-maker Gerry Anderson, poet John Ashbery, film-
maker David Attenborough, jazz musician Acker Bilk, classicist John Boardman, theatre director Peter 
Brook, actor Richard Burton (1925-84), Australian Labor politician Moss Cass, Noam Chomsky (b1928) 
American linguist, philosopher, cognitive scientist, logician, political commentator and activist, Australian 
architect Neil Clerehen, jazz musician John Dankworth, musical conductor Sir Colin Davis, one of the five 
New York Review of Books founders, editor and journalist, Don Dunstan (1926-99), reformist premier of 
South Australia, Barbara Epstein (1928-2006), newspaper editor Harold Evans, doco-maker and writer 
Daniel Farson, film-maker Bryan Forbes (b1926-), architect Frank O Gehry (1929-), jazz musician Stan 
Getz, poet Allen Ginsberg (1926-97), German novelist Gunter Grass, English/Californian poet Thom 
Gunn (1929-2004), art historian Hugh Honour, broadcaster and writer Alistair Horne, USA film director 
James Ivory (b1928), and English journalist Paul Johnson.  
 
Singerrr Eartha Kitt, Phyllls Lambert (b1927-, Canadian philanthropist of the Bronfman family) who 
founded the Canadian Centre for Architecture (or CCA) in 1979 and as director of planning, commissioned 
her family’s Mies van der Rohe for the Seagram Building (1958-), Architect, music conductor William 
Klemperer, singer Cleo Laine, psychologist R D Laing; English art historian, husband of lesbian novelist 
Brigid Brophy and director of the English  National Gallery, Sir Michael Levey (1927-); English actor 
Roddy McDowell (1928-98), Australian architect Peter McIntyre, Fumihiko Maki, architect, James 
Merrill, USA poet (1926-95), Marilyn Monroe, Sir Roger Moore, French actress Jeanne Moreau (b1928-
), Desmond Morris, USA actor Paul Newman (1925-2008), historian John Julius (Lord) Norwich, 
Australian artist John Olsen, Australian/English music critic and writer Charles Osborne, Australian 
architect Barry Patten, The Age editor, Graham Perkin (1929-75), English actor Joan Plowright (b1929-), 
actor Sidney Poitier, soprano  Leontyne Price, USA theatrical producer Hal Prince (b1928-), New Yorker 
editor Lillian Ross, cellist and conductor Mstislav Rostropovich, pop singer Johnny Ray, newspaper 
editor William Rees-Mogg and USA poet, essayist and lesbian feminist Adrienne Rich (1929-2012).  
 
English stage and screen director Tony Richardson (1928-1991), Welsh actress Rachel Roberts (1927-
80), film-maker Ken Russell (1927-2011), Canadian USA commedian and political satitist Mort Sahl 
(b1927-), Australian architecture academic David Saunders (1928-86), English film director, John 
Schlesinger (1926-2003), jazz-club owner Ronnie Scott, playright Neil Simon, architects Alison (1928-
93) and Peter Smithson (1923-2003), soprano Elizabeth Soderstrom, soprano Joan Sutherland, 
Margaret Thatcher (b1925-), jazz musician Stan Tracey, English theatre critic Kenneth Tynan (1927-80), 
USA writer Gore Vidal (1925-2012), Andy Warhol (1928-87), and Australian artists Ken Whisson (1927-) 
and Fred Williams (1927-82).  
 



 
John’s father was William Ebeneezer (Bill) Slater, a Londoner, and for his entire 
working life, a publisher’s educational representative and sales manager for the 
Cambridge University Press for 52 years, so he spent his life with books and with 
education. Politically, he was a somewhat eccentric Conservative, but a great 
admirer of Ghandi4 and the leftwing British Labour Chancellor, Stafford Cripps5 and 
also he was angered by an old family friend’s anti-Semitic comments. Bill served in 
the Great War as a soldier, but then volunteered for the Royal Flying Corps.6 If the 
war had lasted longer, he would have flown bombing raids over Berlin.  
 
Perhaps due to his father’s secure job, the family appears to have been unaffected 
by the smell of despair from the financial Depression of 1929-32. 
 
In 1937, Bill compiled the book Humour in Verse, an Anthology, for schoolchildren, 
and dedicated it to John and Andrew (John’s younger brother). It has a charming 
cover, illustrated with an image of a seated court jester carrying a marotte. It was 
reprinted at least five times by the Cambridge Press, until 1949.7  
 
John has no known relatives on his father’s side, which was also partly Scottish. His 
father had only one brother, who mysteriously disappeared, never to be heard of 
again. 
 
John’s Scottish mother, Helen Salton Slater (formerly Wilson), had been a nurse in 
the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, but also enjoyed reading. She was more politically 
minded than Bill, socially aware and proud of her Scottish birth and heritage. For 
many years she was a member of the Townswomen's Guild8 in London, later in the 
Home Counties and finally in the West Country. John is sure she voted Labour. The 
windows in their complacent suburban road would, without exception, have displayed 

                                                                                                                                                       
The previous generation, of the Thirties, is much more written about (eg: by Lord  (Noel) Anan, in Our 
Age. The Generation That Made Post-war Britain (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1990), and included: W H 
Auden, Freddie Ayer, Isaiah Berlin, Anthony Blunt, Cyril Connolly, Anthony Crossland, Richard Crossman, 
T S Elliot, E M Forster, Christopher Isherwood, Roy Jenkins, Maynard Keynes, D H Lawrence, Harold 
Macmillan, Harold Nicolson, George Orwell, William Plomer, Anthony Powell, Stephen Spender, Hugh 
Trevor-Roper, Evelyn Waugh and Harold Wilson. For historian Tony Judt, that was a generation that 
exuded unmediated self-confidence, replaced in the next generation (John’s) by a certain ironic 
detachment (Tony Judt, The Memory Chalet, Vintage, London 2011, p 141). 
 
4 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869-1948), was known as Mahatma, meaning ‘great soul.’ He was a 
major political and spiritual leader of India, the Indian independence movement from Britain and the 
pioneer of satyagraha, resistance to tyranny through mass civil disobedience, founded on ahimsa or total 
non-violence, which led India to independence and inspired movements for civil rights and freedom across 
the world. 
 
5 The Right Honourable Sir Richard Stafford Cripps (1889-1952) was a British Labour politician and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (Treasurer) from 1947-50. 

 
6 The RFC was the over-land air arm of the British military during most of the First World War from 13 May 
1912 – 1 April 1918. On 1 April 1918, the RFC and the RNAS were amalgamated to form the Royal Air 
Force, under the control of the new Air Ministry. John's memory is that Bill joined the RFC when it 
was created, but it must have been later than 1912, if he was in the army during part of the 
Great War. 
 
7 W E Slater, Humour in Verse, an Anthology, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge (1937) 1944. 
Perhaps due to the exigencies of post-war publishing, even within the first edition the cover varied through 
various colours: brick red (my copy), Indian red and apple green (John’s two copies), with or without (one 
of John’s copies) the jester. 
 
8 In UK, townswomen are discerning women with concern and passion for their communities, excellent 
networks to influence people and get things done. Townswomen's Guilds are a professional organization 
formed when women first won the right to vote, to educate women about citizenship. They remain a 
powerful lobby on national and regional issues. There are more than 34,000 Townswomen's Guild’s 
members nationwide, of all ages, backgrounds and experiences, who meet through 900 branches for 
national events, conferences, organised leisure, learning new skills, friendship and fun. They still believe in 
the power of united communication for positive social change, including: long term care, funding for adult 
education, domestic violence, human trafficking and Post Office closures. www.townswomen.org.uk 



pro-Churchill9 election posters, though his mother would have preferred Atlee,10 so 
they compromised, with their windows remaining apolitically crystal-clear.  
 
When John’s parents retired to Willersey, a village in the Cotswolds, they decided to 
be Liberals. Their first gesture was to attend the Liberal candidate’s initial election 
meeting in the village hall, but when they discovered they were the only audience 
present, John’s mother assumed they would not have to listen to a speech, only to 
find that nothing would stop the candidate. John’s mother, in giggles, would 
frequently dine out on this experience.    
 
She was not a Scottish Nationalist: no kilts, or first footings for her,11 but she strongly 
disapproved of red pillar-boxes with there being E II R12 symbol in Scotland and 
would not allow John to be English, so British he has always been. He enjoyed 
regular holidays in Scotland, visiting Scottish grandparents, aunts and uncles.  
 
Looking back, John realises that both the books, and the difference of parental 
political opinions, gently instilled his lifelong interest in politics. He remains distrustful 
of ideology. 
 
His uncle Charles13 was the husband of John’s mother’s sister, Jessica. He was an 
academic also a Scott, and was an early significant contributor to John’s character. 
He was a good storyteller, with tales about Peter Rabbit, who lived at the bottom of 
the garden at No 10 Downing Street,14 and was on very good terms with the Prime 
Minister, Ramsay McDonald,15 who would give him lifts in his official car. John 
remembers being ‘very vexed indeed’ when McDonald was defeated, in 1935.  
 
                                                           
 
9 The Right Honourable Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill, KG, OM, CH, TD, FRS, PC (Can), 
(1874-1965) was a British politician known for his leadership during World War II. He was UK Prime 
Minister from 1940-45 and 1951- 55. A statesman and orator, Churchill was also an Army officer, historian, 
Nobel Prize-winning writer and artist. Previously a Liberal cabinet minister; in the interwar years, he was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Stanley Baldwin’s and Neville Chamberlain’s Conservative 
governments, then led an all-party wartime government. Post-war he was defeated, and was Leader of the 
Opposition for six years, before becoming prime minister again during 1951-55. 
 
10 The Right Honourable Clement Richard Attlee, 1st Earl Attlee, KG, OM, CH, PC (1883-1967) was a 
British politician, who served as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1945-51, and leader of the 
Labour Party from 1935-55. He was the first Labour Prime Minister to serve a full Parliamentary term, and 
the first to command a Labour majority in Parliament. He was Member of Parliament for Limehouse 1922-
50, then for Walthamstow West 1950-56. 
 
11 Traditionally in Scotland, your New Year will be prosperous if at midnight, a ‘tall, dark stranger’ appears 
at your door with a lump of coal for the fire, or a cake, or a coin. In exchange, you must offer him food, 
wine, a wee dram of whisky, or the traditional Het Pint, a combination of ale, nutmeg and whisky. 
 
12 E II R, the monogram of Queen Elizabeth II, emblazoned on all red Royal Mail letterboxes in England, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, as well as British colonies, may be seen as a sign of imperialism. In 
Ireland, the same design of box is painted green, without the royal insignia. 
 
13 Refer: Appendix I. 
 
14 The Puritan traitor Sir George Downing built this modest street in 1682-3, but the only two houses 
remaining are No 10 (itself being two houses: the right hand one having the famous entrance, that were 
combined in 1732-35 for Sir Robert Walpole and has been residence and Cabinet office of over 30 
subsequent British Prime Ministers) and No 11 (the residence of the Chancellor of the Exchequer).  
 
Pace Uncle Charles, No 10 actually has a ‘delicious‘ walled garden with its garden gate opening onto 
Treasury Green, off Horseguards Parade. This garden is in front of the much grander house built at the 
rear northern side of No 10, replacing its service wing in c1676-7 and 1732-5, whose architect could be 
William Kent, Henry Flitcroft, or Isaac Ware. No 10 was dramatically reconstructed and extended by the 
fastidious classicist Raymond Erith in 1960-4. Simon Bradley and Nikolaus Pevsner, London 6: 
Westminster. The Buildings of England, Yale University Press, New Haven and London 2003, pp 262-264. 
 
15 The Right Honourable James Ramsay MacDonald (1866-1937) was a British politician and twice Prime 
Minister. He rose from humble origins in Lossiemouth, northeast Scotland to become the first Labour 
Prime Minister in 1924. In 1931, he formed a ‘National Government’ in which a majority of MPs were 
Conservatives, so he was expelled from the Labour Party who accused him of 'betrayal', but he remained 
Prime Minister, 1931-35. 



John’s father was also a good storyteller. In his stories, John was the principal player, 
but the real hero was a black boy of John’s age, called Black Jumbo Columbo. Their 
enemy was simply known as ‘the Nasty Old Man.’ 
 
More books came from John’s great uncle John Gideon Wilson16 who was the 
manager of Bumpus & Bumpus Booksellers bookshop from about 1920.17 From 
1945 it relocated  to 850 the fashionable Mayfair end of Oxford Street, near Marble 
Arch. They were booksellers to Their Majesties Queen Mary and the decidedly 
unbookish King George V and from 1926-35, Bumpus held a Royal warrant. There 
was a Christmas card from the royal couple displayed in the shop’s toilet.  
 
John and Edward Bumpus had been owners of the bookshop, which had been 
founded in 1790 at 6 Holborn Bars. They published a New Map of London and its 
Environs and a Map of Hampshire both in 1822, and In 1827, John Bumpus 
published another map of London. By 1880 it had moved to 158 (later renumbered as 
297, or 350) Oxford Street, and by 1890, it was said to be London’s top booksho. 
Some 220 books are known to have been published by Bumpus.18 In 1934 it held an 
exhibition of a copy of every book produced at William Morris's Kelmscott Press. 
Though then it declined. 
  
Under Mr Wilson’s guidance, Bumpus returned to being the most fashionable London 
bookshop of its day, with at least two upstairs floors of second-hand books. Wilson 
was a champion of T E Lawrence (1888-1935) and it was to Wilson that Lawrence 
turned when his friends failed to attract enough subscribers for a fine-press edition of 
his celebrated autobiography, Seven Pillars of Wisdom (1926). Thereafter, the two 
remained in friendly contact. When the company moved premises to no 850 in 1958, 
the remarkable Mr Wilson was still chairman at the age of 82! 
 
John’s uncle made him promise never to enter the door of the ubiquitous Foyles 
bookshop, which he saw as uncivilised. In one of the  ‘Room of my own,’ series in the 
Sunday Times, on Christina Foyle, John sent to me, he had marginally annotated: 
‘Typical, not a book in view!’ In an otherwise relatively rule-free life, John’s other rule 
imposed on friends was never to read the Daily Telegraph, newspaper, although The 
Spectator was acceptable.19 
 
For two years from 1955, John Sandoe (1930-2007) learnt the book trade at 
Bumpus, where he was known as "the beautiful John." He was a very handsome 
young man, with bright blue eyes, black hair, those pink cheeks and an ever-

                                                           
 
16 John Wilson was John’s mother’s father, Adam Wilson’s brother. 
 
17 Paul F Helfer, ‘Bumpus & Bumpus Booksellers to HM The King and Champion of T E Lawrence: A Tale 
of  Subscribers, Bindings and Exploitation,’ T. E. Lawrence Society Symposium 2006, St John's College, 
Oxford, 22, 23 and 24 September 2006. www.telsociety.org.uk. Bumpus Booksellers is being researched 
by James Griffin and Pam Caire. Michael Sadleir writes in his book: Passages from the Autobiography of a 
Bibliomaniac.The introduction to XIX Century Fiction, A Bibliographical Record. London, Constable. 1951: 
‘One day in the autumn of 1922 I was in Bumpus' bookshop at 850 Oxford Street. There were at least two 
upstairs floors of second-hand books in that original shop (this was before the old Marylebone Court 
House was taken in, and of course long before the move to Messrs Bumpus' present premises)…’  
 
18 www.bumpus.co.uk/bumpuspublishing.htm which has much more detail. 
 
19 www.foyles.co.uk W & G Foyle Ltd, 113–119 Charing Cross Road, London, was once listed in the 
Guinness Book of Records as the world's largest bookshop in shelf area (50 kilometres) and number of 
titles on display. But it was equally famed for its anachronistic, eccentric and sometimes infuriating 
business practices that made it a tourist attraction. In 1945, control passed to Christina Foyle, daughter of 
founder William, and it stagnated, with little investment and poorly paid staff fired on whim. She refused to 
install any modern conveniences, eg: electronic tills, or calculators; nor would orders be taken by phone.  

It’s a payment system required customers to queue three times: to collect an invoice for a book, to pay the 
invoice, then to collect the book, because sales staff were not allowed to handle cash. Equally mystifying 
was a shelving arrangement that categorized books by publisher, rather than by topic or author. ‘Imagine 
Kafka had gone into the book trade.’ In the 1980s, rival bookshop, Dillons, placed an advertisement saying 
"Foyled again? Try Dillons" in a bus shelter opposite Foyles. 



welcoming smile. Even in old age, he remained wonderfully good-looking, but he also 
became a remarkable bookseller and founded John Sandoe (Booksellers) at 10 
Blacklands Terrace, Chelsea in 1957, which continues still, owned by his employees, 
a fine successor to Bumpus.20  
 
Bumpus & Bumpus also ran the Book Society in Britain. When Wilson retired, his 
son, who was about John’s age, succeeded him and relocated the shop to Baker 
Street, where it spread into the old Marylebone Court House, but the Bumpus 
business crumbled. The firm continued to trade, but by the early 1960s was running 
at a loss. That it managed to continue was due to its link with The Book Society. In 
1963, in a battle between bidders for Bumpus, included an offer from the Daily News, 
more interested in the Book Society than the bookshop. So the Bumpus board 
supported the lower bid from W H Smith the ubiquitous British chain of stationers, 
newsagents and booksellers, who promised to keep the bookshop going ‘as long as 
possible.’ However a completely new, independent, bidder trumped all the rest and 
accepted by the Bumpus board: Mr Robert Drummond assured them the bookshop 
would remain. Three years later, Robert Maxwell bought ‘the famous London 
bookshop.’ Its future became the subject of a book: W H Smith take (sic) over 
Bumpus: the future of a bookshop which runs the Book Society.21 

 
Merton Park 
 
The Slaters lived at Laggmore, 34 Erridge Road, Merton Park,22 London SW19, near 
the planned garden suburb and farming estate of Merton Park. This had been 
created in c1870 by John Innes, a property developer, local landowner and 
benefactor, who remained living there until he died in 1904. Nikolaus Pevsner 
observed that there was ‘ …the deliberate creation of a garden suburb, with 
generous planting of trees and holly hedges, allied to picturesque and artistic houses 
in the up-to-date Domestic Revival style,’ giving ‘…great diversity of both scale and 
size, far more so than in the more famous Bedford Park, for example.’23  
 
Amongst John’s toys was Stormy, the lop-sided rabbit, the delightfully grotesque, 
grinning and politically unacceptable black golliwog Rudolph,24 and a one-winged and 
nameless duck. There are family photographs of childhood holidays on a farm in 
Devon, including of John on horseback and playing a game of ‘You’re it!’ 
 
John’s education began at St Mary’s Junior School, whose headmistress, Miss 
Jacob, Andrew recalled would have rhymed ‘God’ with ‘bored.’ 
 
This school was conveniently a little further west down Erridge Road, near St Mary’s 
Church of England, which although built in 1114-25, had since been much restored 
and refaced in flint.  
 
John has claimed to have wanted to become a teacher since the age of five, when 
during an attack of measles, he acquired a ‘Do-it-Yourself Teacher Set’ and used it to 
effectively indoctrinate his unsuspecting golliwog, Rudolf. 
 

                                                           
20‘John Sandoe: Founder of Sandoe's bookshop,’ Obituary, The Independent, 19 January 2008. 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/john-sandoe-founder-of-sandoes-bookshop-771240.html 

  
21 W.H. Smith take over Bumpus: the future of a bookshop which runs the Book Society, London 1963. 
www.openlibrary.org/b/OL20861094M Refer also to Appendix  
 
22 Merton, in the Birth Certificate. 
 
23 Bridget Cherry and Nikolaus Pevsner, London 2: South. The Buildings of England, Penguin Books, 
Harmondsworth 1983, pp 439 and 440. 
  
24 See later. 



A highlight of this time for young John, was the temporary loss of Miss Brice, who 
holidayed abroad and sent him a very dull photograph of a treeless hillside, 
presumably snapped by her, ‘somewhere in Australia.’ This was John’s ominous first 
link with the Antipodes.  
 
Another premonition, this time of his future connection with Islington, was the 
purchase, whilst accompanied by his Uncle Charles, of his un-speedy tortoise 
‘Caledonia,’ when one day they were at the Caledonia Market in Islington (J B 
Bunning, architect 1850-55).25 The market was a short distance from John’s flat of 
some 50 years later, just to the east of the Caledonia Road, in Thornhill Crescent. 
Caledonia was stubborn and seemed to do little else than hiss and pee, but was not 
unloved. 
 
John next attended Rutlish School in Rutlish Road, in Merton, south London, whose 
later buildings were described by Pevsner as ‘undistinguished.’26 John said that 
Rutlish School had ‘ideas well above its station,’ despite the fact that John Major, 
later Prime Minister, also attended there.27 
 
Andrew Slater remembers John in grey flannel shorts, Aertex shirt, grey socks neatly 
gartered below the knee and Clarke’s buttoned leather sandals.  
 
John walked to the school, which is located just north of the modest Merton Park 
Station, along Dorset Road, which is the generously planted main avenue of the 
estate, then reached by turning right briefly, into busy Kingston Road across the 
railway track. The school was built in 1895, near to John Innes Park, the former 
grounds of the manor house, with its ‘secluded evergreen walks and delightfully 
intimate character,’ its entrance lodge, cottage and its archway (c1890) designed by 
H G Quartermain, the estate’s architect. The park’s bandstand, handsome brick walls 
and rustic cricket pavilion all date from its opening to the public in 1909.28  
 
John’s incipient thespian career began when very young he played the role of Tiny 
Tim in Charles Dickins’s A Christmas Carol. 
 
During school vacations, John attended Rutlish School’s farming camp, supervised 
by teachers and ex-pupils, he and other pupils were sent to help farmers who were 
glad of their help, around Somerset and Oxford, whence he was to return as an 
undergraduate. He drank his first cider and enjoying the ‘inevitable hanky panky.’ The 
pupils’ contribution to the war effort was to replace those who were away fighting 
somewhere, by harvesting whatever was put in front of them: fruit, potatoes, flax, 
wheat, or barley. These tasks sometimes shared with young German, or Italian 
prisoners-of-war, who ‘seemed happy to be in those peaceful English fields.’  
 
In World War II, John’s father was a firefighter, based from his London office. 
 

                                                           
 
25 Bridget Cherry and Nikolaus Pevsner, London 4: North. The Buildings of England, Penguin Books, 
Harmondsworth 1998, p 667. 
 
26 Bridget Cherry and Nikolaus Pevsner, London 2: South. The Buildings of England, Penguin Books, 
Harmondsworth 1983, pp 438 and 439 and www.rutlish.merton.sch.uk 
 
27 From his position as an Old Rut, John clarifies that his view that Rutlish had ‘ideas well above its 
station,’ was unrelated to John Major and that this was then a minority view and still is. John is not a 
member of the Old Ruts 50/Fifty Club Scheme, promoted by: ‘It's NOT too late to join this vital scheme 
which can also win you money!’ 
 
28 Bridget Cherry and Nikolaus Pevsner, London 2: South. The Buildings of England, Penguin Books, 
Harmondsworth 1983, pp 438 and 439. 
 



Once, John’s ‘bravery’ in rescuing Rusty the cat from the roof, prevented him from 
sheltering from enemy attack under the kitchen table. Andrew remembers John’s 
complaint: ‘You can’t put a fifth-former under the table!’ 29  
 
Like the former Victorian premier Joan Kirner, and leading the way for celeb-chef 
Jamie Oliver, John’s political interest stemmed from the school tuckshop. By now, 
nicknamed ‘Slug’ Slater30 and as Vice School Captain, dissatisfied with the standard 
of food and prices he led a protest against the heavily subsidised school tuckshop 
business. On one occasion, John even discerned watercress in the jam rolls, which 
he promptly took to the headmaster. When no action ensued, John suggested at 
school assembly, that the school could henceforth boycott the tuckshop and indeed, 
the whole school applauded him. John’s revolutionary industrial action led to the 
tuck-shop operators being sacked and their flagrant profiteering exposed.31 
 
In the 8th Wimbeldon 1st Merton Wolf Cub Pack, John reached the eminence of 
‘sixer,’ under the leadership of Mrs Doris Nimmo and Miss Tanner, the Old Grey 
Wolf, with two yellow stripes on his upper arm. Mrs Nimmo played the piano for the 
lusty cub chants, and John can still do the Cubs’ cry of: ‘Dib-dib-dib,’ and ‘Do your 
duty to God and the Queen,’ upon request.  
 
During the Abdication Crisis, John’s inappropriate behaviour included singing:  
 

Hark the herald angels sing, 
Mrs Simpson’s pinched our king 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
Mr Baldwin’s getting wild; 
God and sinners reconciled, 
Mrs Simpson’s had a child  

 
Later, because of his misbehaviour during a scout church service, he was dismissed, 
though he never really wanted to be a scout. After Sunday school, he became a 
member of the Keenites, a group established for those who were ‘keen’ on Christian 
belief. However, interest in religion soon gave way to life-long agnosticism. 
 
He remembers being taken to the British Empire Exhibition in Glasgow,32 an 
international exposition held at Bellahouston Park, from May to December 1938. It 
marked fifty years since Glasgow's first great exhibition, the International Exhibition 
of 1888, in Kelvingrove Park and it boosted the Scottish economy, still recovering 
from the 1930s Depression. 
 
In 1943, John’s mother took him to his first classical music concert. It was held in 
the Orangery at Hampton Court Palace, with the New London Orchestra playing 
Handel’s Arrival of Queen of Sheba, Delius’s First Cuckoo, Mozart’s Violin Concerto 
in A and Haydn’s Symphony No 85. 
 
 It is of interest that although so much of John’s later study was of art, his love of 
music developed much earlier and has if anything strengthened throughout his some 
67 years of sustained concert-going.33 
 

                                                           
29 The Fieseler Fi 103, or V-1 (Vergeltungswaffe 1 ‘vengeance weapon’) was an early cruise missile used 
between June 1944 and March 1945, fired at London. Its characteristic buzzing gave it the colloquial name 
‘doodlebug’ named apparently after an Australian insect. There were over 8,000 flights, over 1.1 million 
houses damaged or destroyed and 23,000 people killed by the doodlebugs. 
 
30 Andrew was ‘Slug Minor’. 
 
31 Andrew Slater, ‘John Slater is 75. Some thoughts from the younger brother,’ in Richard Peterson, editor, 
John. An Informal Festschrift in Honour of John Slater at 75, Melbourne 2002. 
 
32 Officially, the Empire Exhibition, Scotland. 
 
33 Refer: Appendix 3.  



In 1943, classical music and opera were disregarded in London. The BBC Symphony 
Orchestra had only existed since 1930, and the London Philharmonic Orchestra 
since 1932. Generally London orchestras were poorly funded and inexpertly led. 
Young Benjamin Britten felt Sir Adrian Boult a ‘terrible excrable conductor,’ though 
Sir Thomas Beecham ‘a vandal’ and that Vaughan Williams ‘shouldn’t be let near an 
orchestra.’  
 
Opera was even worse off, ‘the musical infrastructure that even minor German cities 
tiook for granted simply did not exist in London. There was no public funding of the 
arts, and not much private patronage that enriched American music. There was little 
history of sustained opera creation; Covent Garden had no permenant company until 
after the war.34 
 
From 1943, and throughout World War II, John went frequently with his school friend 
Dan Zerdin, whose uncle was a member of the BBC Symphony Orchestra, to the 
BBC Promenade Concerts in the Royal Albert Hall, or to the rather cheaper concert 
rehearsals, leading to John’s abiding enjoyment of classical music. Later Dan 
became a writer and broadcaster. John also went to operas with friends, listening to 
performers such as Peter Pears, at his local New Wimbeldon Theatre, to which 
London’s opera had emigrated during the war. The first opera he saw was The 
Barber of Seville.35 
 
In 1944, aged 17, John was captain of the school’s rugby seconds team, but he was  
‘frightened of the ball’ in cricket, so this was the last time that sport entered his life.36 
 
In the same year, while John was out in the rain listening to Dvorak’s New World 
Symphony, he contracted pleurisy and almost died. Ever since, he has harboured a 
fear of the danger of being caught in rain without an umbrella. 
 
He was sent to a hospital in South London and was in a ward with older men, 
including war casualties, which made a strong impression on him. He remembers air 
raids over the hospital, which was in the line of bombing. One man there, talked to 
him about the works of the great living composer, Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971), he 
recalls. 
 
John was promoted to the rank of sergeant in Rutlish School’s cadet corps. He 
absolutely supported the war and he still feels it was necessary. He cannot accept 
my own position in opposing all wars, when he experienced at first hand a war that 
he knows was unavoidable. But he agrees a case could be made against any of the 
subsequent wars. John assumed that he would be sent into the armed forces, but the 
war finished a year before he reached conscription age.37 
 
In 1945, a triumphant Labour government led by Clement Atlee, first ever came to 
power in the UK, with a majority in the House of Commons.  
 

                                                           
34 Paul Kildea, Benjamin Britten: A Life in the 20th century, Allen Lane 2013. 
 
35 New Wimbledon Theatre, The Broadway, Wimbledon, designed by Cecil Aubrey Masey and Roy Young 
(possibly following a 1908 design by Frank H Jones). This year, 2010, is its centenary. It has 1,700 seats, 
the eighth largest theatre in London after the Royal Opera House, the London Coliseum, the London 
Palladium, Apollo Victoria, Drury Lane, Dominion and Lyceum. The golden statue surmounting the globe 
above the dome is Laetitia, the Roman Goddess of Gaiety. The theatre was very popular between the 
wars, with Gracie Fields, Sybil Thorndike, Ivor Novello, Markova and Noël Coward. 

 
36 Jonhnmay have had no option in this.,as Tony Judt, historian, in The Memory Chalet, Vintage, London 
2011, p 84 remembers of a period 20 years later, at his independent, direct grant, self governing school in 
Putney, a few kilometres south of Merton Park by the 93 bus, that every Saturday morning rugby was 
compulsory.  
 
37 Conversation with Richard Peterson, at Marios’, 15 February 2010. 



When in that year at the age of 18, John left school, and on the day after he also left 
home, when on the 14 November 1945, he was immediately conscripted38 into the 
British Army, for a sojourn of 21/

2 years.  
 
So apart from the collegiate atmosphere of the army, at Oxford and later teaching in 
a boarding school, for the rest of his life John never shared his home with any other 
person. Following Plato, the German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860) 
theorised that individuals seek a ‘complement,’ or a completing of themselves in a 
partner. John never sought the support of a life-partner, indeed never appears to 
have even considered sharing his life with another person. This strong individuality, 
has inculcated in him a fierce sense of self-reliance and independence, and initially 
as he got older, an innate resistance to any offer of support or care.39 
 

 
 
 
Austria 
 
His military training was initially preceded by a short stay at Maidstone Barracks ‘to 
sort out potential soldiers from the more intelligent and tolerable eccentrics’ who were 
then sent for more specialised training in Intelligence, to central Wales, near Brecon 
Beacons, north of Cardiff.  
 

                                                           
 
38 Conscription was introduced in Britain during both world wars and continued after World War II. All men 
over 18 had to register. They would then be called up for National Service in the Army, the Royal Navy or 
the Royal Air Force for 18 months, later two years. They fully participated in all military campaigns and at 
the end of their conscription, were required to serve three years as a reservist. National Service was 
completed by over 1.5 million men and came to an end in 1960. The last conscript left the British Army in 
1963. 
 
39 The sole exception appears to be when Richard’s friend David Wheeler boarded with John, in London. 



 
 
John’s graphic description of his initial army training, page 1. 



 
 
John’s graphic description of his initial army training, page 2. 
 
 
Cruel observors have described the cap badge of the UK Intelligence Corps which 
John wore, as a pansy resting on its laurels.40 
   

                                                           
 
40 Noël Annan, Our Age: Portrait of a Generation, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, London 1990, p 277. Other 
famous officers of the UK Intelligence Corps have been: John Buchan, Michael Foot, Hardy Amies, Julian 
Huxley, H Montgomery Hyde, Malcolm Muggeridge, Benedict Nicolson, Wilfrid Noyce, Peter Parker, 
Laurens van der Post, Anthony Powell, Enoch Powell and David Talbot Rice, were all in the UK 
Intelligence Corps. Only Parker (b1924-2002, businessman, chairman of British Rail, Socialist and SDP 
member) was a contemporary of John. 
 



 
 
Cap badge of the British Intelligence Corps. 
 
Time was spent, he admits, ‘firing things,’ at what he does not recall, though certainly 
not at anything living. He has noticed it was recorded in a passbook that he recently 
disinterred, that he had passed a ‘gas chamber’ test and wondered if it might explain 
some of his subsequent odder habits. 
 
Later training was at the great Palladian country house, Wentworth Woodhouse, in 
Yorkshire (Henry Flitcroft, architect, 1735-c1770), with its magnificent interiors,41 in 
the company of his new friends, Peter Hall and Dennis Wilkinson. Here his first 
motorbike test tumbled him onto the ground within seconds of his mounting. He 
wishes he could now recall what they got up to on a very specialised and secret 
course, later held in the gentle Surrey countryside. 
 
On one notorious occasion, John even threw a plate of baked beans over his 
sergeant major. On one occasion, John was severely reprimanded for attempting to 
avoid getting up. In the mornings a subaltern would tour around calling out: ‘Feet on 
the ground!’ and John would attempt to evade getting dressed by sticking his legs 
over the end of the bed and lowering his feet onto the floor.42 
 
During 1946, the group of friends who had trained together were posted overseas, on 
detachment for two years, to the idyll of bucolic Austria.  Initially they went to the 
local Intelligence Corps HQ of southern Austria to continue their training. This 
included skiing, but without much success, as a very cold winter confined them all 
snowbound within huts. In June 1946, the group was divided into Field Security 
Sections (or FSS), each of twelve men: one officer, one sergeant major, and ten 
greenhorns, now all elevated to the rank of sergeant. At that moment, across the 
world in East Melbourne, I was kept busy, being born. 
 
So for the rest of 1946 and 1947, Sergeant John was sent to Velden-am-Wörther-
See, a small town in the Austrian state of Carinthia (Kärnten). He was billeted in a 
comfortable bourgeois house, possibly seized from some undesirable Nazi, with two 
colleagues each equally ‘non-military,’ an engaging characteristic of most members 
of the Intelligence Corps. They were looked after by a kind housekeeper, who cooked 
their meals, and is said to have gladly offered herself to one of them. They had a 
boat in a boatshed by the lake and a truck, driven for them by Anton, a handsome 
young Austrian policeman. John had his own Matchless motorbike,43 which he used 
to ride about over the hills.  
                                                           
41 Dan Cruikshank, Ed, Sir Bannister Fletcher’s A History of Architecture, Architectural Press, Oxford 
(1896) 1996, pp 1046 and 1047. 
 
42 Bedalians, John Slater. This is Your Life, 1966. 
 
43 Matchless was one of Britain's earliest motorcycle manufacturers, with its factory in Plumstead, South 
London. The Collier family founded the firm in 1899, later absorbing AJS, then Norton and by eventually 
becoming Norton-Villiers, Matchless survived until 1969. John’s bike may have been a Matchless G3/L 



 

 
 
Matchless 1939 G3/L, UK military issue until 1960. 
 
He also had a Military Pass, which declared that the holder was engaged on security 
service and was allowed to be anywhere, at anytime and dressed in any clothes. He 
also had another pass with his photograph, looking all of 16 years old, licensing him 
to carry a revolver. This was a Steyer Automatic, first produced in 1912, a weapon 
that was used extensively by military in Austria-Hungary and Romania. The Steyer, 
utilising an eight-round clip, fired 9 mm bullets. John was sufficiently careful to avoid 
using it at all, for the rest of his military service. 
 
John’s friend Dennis had been posted to Klagenfurt, the principal city of the Austrian 
state of Carinthia, while Peter Hall was posted to Wolfsberg in the neighbouring state 
of Styria (Steiermark), where over 25% of Austria’s beer is brewed, not that that 
would have interested the refined Peter. Other friends were posted across the nearby 
frontier, to the Italian towns of Udine and Trieste. 
 
The FSS had assumed that their enemies were the considerable number of ‘left-over 
Nazis,’ but seemingly it was for Communists that British Intelligence really had to 
watch out, as the nearby Karawanken mountains marked the frontier with Tito's 
Yugoslavia. However, much of their time was spent vetting the political suitability of 
local ladies, who wished to marry British soldiers, or the considerable number of local 
men seeking employment with the British forces.  
 
There were also gastronomic weekends organised by Peter at Wolfsberg, 
accompanied by ‘high-minded’ music.44 John was already ‘sniffing Italy,’ by visiting 
his friends in Udine and Trieste, then he had his first taste of Verdi: the opera Falstaff 
in the Teatro Verdi, Trieste. He was also exploiting his leave entitlement, in regular 
weekends to Vienna, listening to Mozart operas and discovering Der Rosenkavelier. 

                                                                                                                                                       
349cc model, of which 70,000 were manufactured for the British Army from 1939-46. Post war G3/Ls were 
the military version finished in black instead of green or khaki. Despite its age, the Matchless was so well 
proven and reliable it remained in use by the Ministry of Defence for another 15 years after the end of the 
war, until replaced in 1960. [Wikipedia, accessed 23 January 2010].  
 
John is perhaps only the least likely of my surprisingly several bikie friends: Robert Paffett, Ian Hall, 
Michael Stuart, Richard Ashford, Andrew Boyle, Andrew Rodda and Marc Pakamtz. For their attraction, 
refer: Frederick Seidel, ‘About Motorcycles,’ Harper’s amtzMagazine, November 2009, pp 54-64  
 
44Refer: Appendix 3. 
 



John soon rejected offers to become an officer, ‘a quick road to a dull office in dreary 
military HQ,’ he felt.  
 
On his local leave, he soon discovered the Salzburg Festival and learnt that as real 
money was in short supply, a bottle of whiskey, or cigarettes (both were cheap for 
occupying armies) could get him a ticket to hear the great Wilhelm Furtwängler45 
conducting Schubert's 9th Symphony, and Yehudi Menuhin playing Brahms Violin 
Concerto, and more opera.  He was also invited into the cramped small room where 
Mozart was born, to listen to a string quartet accompanying the singing of the great 
soprano, Maria Cebotari. 
 
What a tough life John was leading, paid for by the British taxpayer! He knew he 
would be demobilised in early Summer of 1948, but there was still time to hitch a 
truck to Venice with a friend, who upon arriving, promptly fell into a canal. 
 
Lord Harewood (George Lascelles, 1923-2011), cousin of HM Queen and born four 
years before John, who became managing director and chairman of the English 
National Opera and for 30 years editor of Kobbe's Complete Opera Book, played a 
similar ploy. He saw to it that his Grenadier Guards posting in 1942 was to Naples, 
so he could frequently attend the opera at the famous Teatro San Carlo.   
 
So John celebrated his 21st birthday in Vienna. In the morning he attended a concert 
by the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by ‘Herbert von Hitler’ (Karajan) of 
Schuman's 4th Symphony and with the great violinist Ginette Niveau playing 
Beethoven's Violin Concerto. In the evening he enjoyed Beethoven's Fidelio in the 
famous Theater-auf-der-Wien, at Linke Wienzeile 6,46 where it had premiered in 
1805. The theatre had been built in 1801 by the Viennese theatrical impresario 
Emanuel Schikaneder, who was Mozart's librettist for The Magic Flute (1791) and 
where there were several other Beethoven premieres, as well as of Johann Strauss’ 
Die Fledermaus in 1874. 
 
John once told me that his response to the parlour-game question: 'Where and when 
in history would you most like to have lived?' would be:  'I would have been born 
about 1840 in the Austro-Hungarian empire, have lived a long life in a comfortable 
apartment on the Ringstraße in Vienna, and died of old age on 28 June 1914, the 
date that Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria was assassinated in Sarajevo, 
precipitating the horror of World War I, and much else since.'  
 
Vienna was the a centre of high culture, creativity and modernism and a world capital 
of music with the composers Brahms (), Bruckner (), Richard Strauss (), Mahler (), 
Berg (), Anton Webern (), Schoenberg (), architects Joseph Olbrich (1867-1908), 
Joseph Hoffmann (1870 - 1956), Adolf Loos (), Otto Wagner (1841-1918). Jose 
Plecnik (), the Weiner Sezession Exhibition Building (1897-8), the Jugendstil 
movement, artists Gustave Klimt (), Egon Schiele (), Oskar Oskar Kokoschka (), 
philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein (), and Sigmund Freud () and psychnanalysis. 

 
It was a social order that did not feel threatened by its prejudices, exclusions 
and hatreds, in the years before that gunshot at Sarajevo that was to spread 
its poison through this world – these people felt safe and comfortable: safer 

                                                           
45 By 1947, Furtwängler was one of the most famous musicians in the world – eclipsed as a conductor only 
by Toscanini. He had displayed courage in publicly protesting against the Nazis' expulsion of Jewish 
musicians, such as Bruno Walter, prompting Goebels to respond: 'There isn't a filthy Jew left in Germany 
that Herr Furtwängler hasn't stood up for.' Unlike many German and Austrian cultural figures, Furtwängler 
had not joined the Nazi Party, although he served the Nazis by conducting at many of their most significant 
occasions, beginning with a performance of Die Meistersinger in the celebrations for the inauguration of 
the Third Reich in 1933. From: Tim Bonyhady, Good Living Street. The Fortunes of My Viennese Family, 
Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest NSW 2011, p 262. 
 
46 Beethoven actually lived inside the theatre, other Beethoven premieres there include: Beethoven’s 
Second Symphony (1803), Third Symphony (1805), Violin Concerto (1806), Fifth and Sixth Symphonies, 
Choral Fantasy and the Piano Concerto No 4 (1808), then in 1874, Die Fledermaus. 
 



and more comfortable than their families had felt through the turbulent events 
of the nineteenth century… knowing what became of this world and of the 
people who lived so confidently within it, at the naïve trust they placed in its 
stability and benevolence. It was touchingly fragile, only too easily blown 
away by that gunshot, the echoes of which are still reverberating in Croatia 
and Slovenia. 47  

The great historian H R Trevor Roper wrote of:  
 

‘...the happy years before World War I, when men could look back on the 
continuous progress, since the seventeeth century, of ‘reason,’ toleration, 
humanity, and see the constant improvements of society as the effect of the 
constant progress of liberal ideas.’48 

 
In August 1948, John left the army and Austria, full of music and already bitten by the 
Italian bug, freely explored Florence, Siena and Rome. 
 
 

 
Oxford 
 
Encouraged by his Uncle Charles (mentioned earlier with respect to the incontinent 
and surly tortoise and the politically-minded Peter Rabbit), who was by now a 
distinguished academic, and a mentor to John in several ways. In late 1948, John 
matriculated and was accepted by Pembroke College, Oxford,49 where he studied 
history, 1949-52. Pembroke is not only widely known for the quality of its college port, 
but also admired for its Junior Common Room's collection of British art.  

Pembroke College was the first of the Oxford Colleges to have an art collection 
owned by the JCR and its own gallery, the Emery Art Gallery, to be featured in the 
June 2013 issue of The Pembrokian. The Collection had only been set up in 1947, 
                                                           
47 Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria (1863-28 June 1914) was an unpleasant Archduke of Austria-Este, 
Austro-Hungarian and Royal Prince of Hungary and of Bohemia, and from 1889 until his death, heir 
presumptive to the Austro-Hungarian throne. His assassination in Sarajevo precipitated Austria-Hungary's 
declaration of war against Serbia. This caused Germany, Austria-Hungary, and countries allied with Serbia 
(the Triple Alliance Powers) to declare war on each other, starting World War I. The quotation is from: 
Andrew Reimer, The Hapsburg Café, Angus & Robertson, Pymble NSW 1993, p 10. 
 
It also caused the Vienna Café in Collins Street, Melbourne, newly opened after an extensive redesign by 
Marion Mahoney, arguably the first instance of architectural Modernism in Australia, ostensibly with her 
husband Walter Burley Griffin, who was actually living in Sydney at that time, at its opening by the Lord 
Mayor on 8 November 1916, to be re-named the Café Australia, since Australia was newly at war with 
Vienna. 
 
Vienna then was capital of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. After 1850, it demolished itscity walls and 
redeveloped that land into the prestigious Ringstraße, a new boulevard encircling the historical town. 
Former suburbs were incorporated, and Vienna grew dramatically.  
 
From c1890 to 1938, Vienna was the world's greatest centre of high culture and modernism, world capital 
of music, particularly of First Viennese School of classical music, home to composers Brahms, Bruckner, 
Mahler and Richard Strauss. In the C20, it was the centre of the Vienna Secession movement formed in 
1897 in decorative arts, fine art, design and architecture of Adolf Loos, Josef Hoffman, Otto Wagner, 
Gustav Klimt, Max Klinger, Oskar Kokoschka, Egon Scheile, Koloman Moser, Joseph Maria Olbrich, of 
psychoanalysis of Sigmund Freud, the Second Viennese School of classical music with Schoenberg, Berg 
and Webern, and the philosophy of Ludwig Wittgenstein. Within Austria, 'Red Vienna' was a centre of 
socialist politics. From 1918, this role passed to Paris. 

 
48 H R Trevor-Roper, The European Witch-Craze of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries and Other 
Essays, Harper, New York, 1969, p 100. 

 
49 www.pmb.ox.ac.uk/About/History/index.php I am grateful to Sophie Elkan of Pembroke College for 
reading this section, during May-June 2013, for correcting some factual errors, for confirming that John 
studied history at the college, and for seeking further comment on this section from the College Archivist. 



the year before John arrived, by Anthony Emery, an undergraduate, who collected £1 
from every student and started to buy paintings. It is now one of the best collections 
of post World War II paintings in the UK, with works by John Piper, Patrick Heron, 
John Minton, Prunella Clough, Elizabeth Frink and Mary Feddon.  

Pembroke was founded in 1624, when James I signed its letters patent, and named 
after the third Earl of Pembroke, Lord Chamberlain and Chancellor of the University, 
who had promoted its foundation. Both are commemorated in the College’s coat of 
arms, which in recognition of the union of the Scottish and English crowns in the 
person of James I of England and VI of Scotland, has a rose and thistle above the 
three lions rampant of the Earl’s shield.  

Pembroke claims that informality and distinction have always rubbed shoulders there. 
Alumni before John include: Dr Samuel Johnson, J R R Tolkien and Senator J 
William Fulbright, James Smithson founder of the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, remarkable scientists in the 18th and 19th centuries, and theologians 
and lawyers, including John Moore, Archbishop of Canterbury from 1783. A recent 
Master () was the neurologist and record-breaking runner, Sir Roger Bannister. It has 
now 400 Undergraduates, 30 Visiting Students from the USA and 100 Graduate 
Students. Pembroke was a predominantly male in John’s time and until 1979, when 
female undergraduates were first admitted, and now 50% of students are female. 
 

 
 
John aged 21 at Pembroke. 



 
 
The Pembrokian, Issue 37, March 2013, front cover, using matriculationnphotographs from 1927, 1948, 
1977, 1988 and 2012. Is that John is second right, fourth ro up, at the left of the aspirational redhead. 
 
A statue of King James on the side of the Hall and the bust of William Herbert, Earl of 
Pembroke looks down at you as you climb the Hall steps. Pembroke is visually 
pleasant and convivial, but Pevsner finds nothing to rave about in its medievalising 
architecture, other perhaps than the chapel screen.50 

 

 
 
Chapel Quad, Pembroke College, Oxford. 

                                                           
50 Nikolaus Pevsner, and Jennifer Sherwood, Oxfordshire. The Buildings of England, Penguin, 
Harmondsworth  1974, pp 181-184. 



 
John’s Uncle, Sir Charles Wilson (1909-2002),51 a political scientist, was Fellow and 
Tutor in Modern History at Corpus Christi College at Oxford (1939-52); then Vice-
Chancellor of Leicester University (1957-61) where he commissioned the architect 
James Stirling to design (with James Gowan) the important Engineering Laboratory 
Building (1959-63), which marked a significant change from Stirling’s earlier major 
university buildings (the Cambridge History Faculty Library, the Florey Building at 
Queens College Oxford and the Saint Andrew’s Dormitory Project, of which Peter 
Eisenman observed that it’s didactic character is most articulate in its critique of 
modernist abstraction, in denying traditional architectural interpretations of façade, 
stasis and literal materiality.52  
 
Wilson went on to be Principal and Vice-Chancellor of Glasgow University (1961-76), 
Chairman of the Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals (1964-67) and 
Chairman of the Association of Commonwealth Universities (1966-67 and 1972-74). 
In 1976 Sir Charles Wilson retired from Glasgow and with his wife Jessie, settled in 
the Dumfries and Galloway region of Scotland, among the Glenkens hills and lochs, 
in St John’s Town of Dalry, to the west of the town of Dumfries, where John often 
visited them. 
 
It was Uncle Charles who introduced John to the Italian Renaissance by giving him a 
copy of Jacob Burkhardt's The Civilisation of the Renaissance in Italy, first published 
in English in 1874. John still has his 1944 edition on his shelf. Burkhardt founded the 
historical study of the Renaissance, in discussing all aspects of its society.  
 
Later, Charles followed up John's interest by giving him J Huizinga, The Waning of 
the Middle Ages, Edward Arnold & Co.53 This is Dutch historian Johan Huizinga's 
best-known work in which suggests that the exaggerated formality and romanticism 
of late medieval court society was a defence against the increasing violence and 
brutality of wider society, seeing the period's pessimism, cultural exhaustion, and 
nostalgia for the past, rather than of rebirth and optimism.  
 
Charles's often brought his friend, David Brogan, to dinner at the Slaters. He became 
'a great family friend' and John also still has his 1940 book: The Development of 
Modern France, 1870-1939. In 1946, Brogan starred with journalist Alistair Cooke on 
the popular radio Transatlantic Quiz, competing with a team from New York.54 
 
‘By 1948, the University of Oxford had ‘burst the bounds of its own majestic, stifling 
traditions. …undergraduates were no longer neophyte adults. They had been aged 
by experience. Many lived out the kind of history their tutors only taught.’ But though 
Oxford was a very austere place in 1948, the years until 1975 were the golden age of 
the dons at Oxford. They had risen in public esteem, were useful to government, 
became advisors to politicians, and they led an attractive life. They worked when they 
felt like it, got up late, had long holidays if they wished, they had security of tenure, 
could teach what they liked, becoming ever more learned, but not necessarily 
bothering to publish. Though a dedicated scholar could devote himself to changing 

                                                           
 
51 Refer Appendix 1: obituary of Sir Charles Wilson (1909-2002), The Independent, Thursday, 14 
November 2002. 
 
52 The Cambridge History Faculty Library is rigorously analysed by Peter Eisenman in his Ten Canonical 
Buildings. 1950-2000, Rizzoli, New York 2008, pp154-177. 
  
53 John's copy is: Jacob Burkhardt, (Die Kultur der Renaissance in Italien, 1860), The Civilisation of the 
Renaissance in Italy, English translation by S G C Middlemore, in 2 vols, London (1878) 1944, J Huizinga, 
(Herfsttij der Middeleeuwen, 1919), The Waning of the Middle Ages. A study of the forms of life, thought 
and art in France and the Netherlands in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, English translation by Fritz 
Hopman, Edward Arnold & Co, London 1924. 
 
54 D W Brogan, France Under the Republic: The Development of Modern France, 1870-1939, Harper & 
Brothers, London (1940) 1947. It seems the title was expanded in 1947. 



the map of knowledge by his published articles and books, be honoured by 
colleagues and recipient of doctorates from other universites.55 
 
At Oxford, John never met, but often attended lectures by one of its most esteemed 
dons, Isaiah Berlin (1909-97) of All Souls, philosopher and historian of ideas, and a 
leading liberal thinker of the twentieth century.56 He was a remarkable essayist, 
lecturer, conversationalist and brilliant speaker, who delivered richly allusive and 
coherently structured material, rapidly and spontaneously.  
 
Berlin revealed a daunting uncertainty about himself and about the certainties of 
others: the risk was one might end up not talking on anyone’s behalf, not even one’s 
own; he urged others to not speak on behalf of another, distrusted those who knew 
what to do in a crisis, and wanted the eccentric to inherit the earth. He observed that 
all post-Enlightenment programmes for the perfectibility of man were flawed. 
Character, like political commitment, Berlin un-cynically suggested, was made out of 
the shattering of ideals. Crisis or serious conflicts were not his thing, or so he wanted 
to believe. In these ways he may have been, as John concedes, a strong intellectual 
influence.57 
 
In the late 1940s, Pembroke had two History Fellows, Rev Herbert Stanley Deighton 
(Dean, Chaplain and Lecturer in Modern History) and Ronald Buchanan McCallum 
(Vice-regent, Senior Tutor and Lecturer in Modern History and, eventually, Master). 
John would probably have been taught by one or both of them but may also have 
been taught by Fellows from other Colleges.58 
 
J R R Tolkien (1892-1973, English writer, poet, philologist and academic, author of 
The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and The Silmarillion, was the Rawlinson and 
Bosworth Professor of Anglo-Saxon at Pembroke College,  1925-45 and Merton 
Professor of English Language and Literature at Merton College from 1945-59, and 
whilst he had left Pembroke four years before John arrived, he did also teach John. 
Whilst at Pembroke, Tolkien wrote The Hobbit and the first two volumes of The Lord 
of the Rings. 

John was soon appointed Curator of Pembroke College Punts: he admits to being 
‘not a bad punter in my time' (presumably of the aquatic, not the risk kind), and 
became an acknowledged expert on the technical differences between Oxford and 
Cambridge punts.59 In addition to punting, he worked regularly back-stage for the 
Oxford University Opera Society. 

                                                           
 
55 Shirley Williams, Climbing the Bookshelves, Virago, 2009, p 76. 
 
56 Isaiah Berlin, Personal Impressions, p 42, may describe John. Sir Isaiah Berlin, OM (1909-97) 
philosopher and historian of ideas, one of the great liberal thinkers of C20, an essayist, lecturer, 
conversationalist and a brilliant speaker who delivered, rapidly and spontaneously, richly allusive and 
coherently structured material, whether for a lecture series at Oxford University or as a broadcaster on the 
BBC Third Programme, usually without a script. Many of his essays and lectures were later collected, 
generally by others. 
 
Born in Riga, now capital of Latvia, then within the Russian Empire, he was the first person of Jewish 
descent to be elected to a prize fellowship at All Souls College, Oxford, from 1957-67 he was Chichele 
Professor of Social and Political Theory at Oxford, president of the Aristotelian Society 1963-4 and in 
1966, he helped to found Wolfson College, Oxford and became its first President. He was knighted in 1957 
and awarded the Order of Merit in 1971, was President of the British Academy 1974-8 and received the 
1979 Jerusalem Prize for his writing on individual freedom. 
 
57 Adam Phillips, Isaiah Berlin, Enlightening: Letters 1946-60, Chatto, London 2009. 

 
58 Sophie Elkin, Pembroke College, 12 July 2013, email. 

 
59 A punt is a flat-bottomed boat with a square-cut bow, for shallow water. The punter propels the punt by 
pushing against the riverbed with a pole. A punt is not a gondola, which is propelled by an oar. Except 
around Magdalen Bridge, punting in Oxford is a surprisingly quiet and rural experience. Most is done on 
the River Cherwell, which flows through Oxford's protected green belt of fields and woods for the last few 
miles before it joins the Thames just south-east of Christ Church Meadow, but the Cherwell is both deep 



 

 
 
Punting at Oxford. 
 
John found Dr Samuel Johnson,60 the famous lexicographer and former student of 
Pembroke most tedious, but he still became in his turn, chairman of the college 
Johnson Society, whose meetings began with a solemn toast, collectively drunk from 
a rare silver goblet, generously filled with that precious college port, ‘whose quality 
was famed far beyond the gates of Pembroke.’ 
 
Pursuing his continued interest in politics, John joined the Oxford University Labour 
Club, which had some 1,500 members then including Tony Wedgwood-Benn (as he 
was then known), Dick Taverne, and Tony Crosland, dashing in a silk scarf and 
paratrooper’s beret was the club’s senior treasurer. The Conservative Association, 
recently chaired by a serious-minded chemistry student, Margaret Roberts, was led 
by the benign William Rees-Mogg.61  
 

                                                                                                                                                       
and muddy, and the mud clings tenaciously to the pole's shoe at unexpected moments. At Oxford, the 
tradition from before 1880 is to punt from inside the boat rather than from on top of the till (called the ‘box’ 
in Oxford) and to propel the punt with the till end facing forwards. Punting is not as easy as it looks. ‘As in 
rowing, you soon learn how to get along and handle the craft, but it takes long practice before you can do 
this with dignity and without getting the water all up your sleeve.’ Jerome K. Jerome, Three Men in a Boat 
(1889). 
 
60 Samuel Johnson LLD, MA (commonly known as Dr Johnson; 1709-84) was an English journalist, poet, 
essayist, moralist, novelist, literary critic, biographer, editor and lexicographer, a devout Anglican, political 
conservative, author of A Dictionary of the English Language, 1755 and the subject of the famous: James 
Boswell's Life of Samuel Johnson. 
 
61 Tony Wedgewood-Benn (later Tony Benn, born 1925), formerly 2nd Viscount Stansgate, former British 
Labour Party Cabinet Minister), Dick Taverne (Baron Taverne, QC, born 1928, British politician, one of the 
few since World War II not the candidate of a major political party. In the 1970s, he left Labour, resigned 
his seat, forcing a by-election which he won, later joining the Social Democratic Party (SDP), then the 
Liberal Democrats after the SDP merged with the Liberal Party), Tony Crosland (1918-77, British Labour 
politician, author, and important socialist theorist), Margaret Roberts (later Thatcher, British Conservative 
Prime Minister) and William Rees-Mogg (born 1928, journalist and editor of The Times newspaper, 1967-
81, for which he still writes).  



John became joint editor of the Clarion, the journal of the Oxford University Labour 
Club,62 as well as being the club's Social Secretary, in which role he persuaded 
several eminent Labour political figures to Oxford, including ministers and ex-
ministers, as well as the poet Stephen Spender, to address the Club. John was also 
a member of the more exclusive Labour Party Group, open only to full time party 
members.  
 
He and his friend Bill Rodgers (b 1928,63 now Baron Rodgers of Quarry Bank), 
shared digs in the home of a union leader of the Morris Motor Works, and with whom 
he alternated for a time in the positions of Chairman and Secretary of the Labour 
Club. Bill was at Magdelen, his particuklar interest being nineteenth century and 
modern British and European history.  
 
Another friend was Shirley Williams (b 1930, now Baroness Williams of Crosby), who 
arrived at Oxford in December 1947, at Somerville College, on an open history 
scholarship.64 Bill was treasurer when Shirley was chairman of the Labour Club from 
autumn 1950, and later became general secretary of the Fabian Society. Bill founded 
a small group of serious Labour supporters from within the ‘amorphous ranks’ of the 
University Labour Club, to discuss policy, not to listen to speeches. John canvassed 
votes during election campaigns for Shirley. 
 
Others John knew at Oxford included: Sir Roger Bannister (b 1929), first to run the 
mile in less than four minutes (3 minutes 48 seconds), distinguished neurologist and 
later Master of Pembroke College (1985-93); Ivan Yates, Pembrokes second ever 
president of the Oxford Union, in 1951; the Right Honourable the Lord Michael 
Heseltine CH, PC (b 1933, British businessman, Conservative politician, Deputy 
Prime Minister and First Secretary of State, and self-made millionaire), who was also 
president of the Oxford Union three years later, and most recently was concerned 
over moves on the legalization of same sex marriage and proposals for gender and 
ethnic quotas in business, and in June 2013, voted in favour of gay marriage; Dick 
Taverne (Baron Taverne, QC, born 1928) English politician, one of the small number 
of members of the British House of Commons elected since the Second World War 
who was not the candidate of a major political party; and Sir Robin Day (1923-2000) 
political television broadcaster and commentator, also president of the Oxford 
Union.65 
 

                                                           
 
62 OULC is still the home of the Labour Party and of the Left in Oxford, highly active, with regular speaker 
events, socials, policy discussions meetings and year-round campaigning for the Labour Party and 
progressive causes. With a large membership and an even larger network, it is the biggest student Labour 
Club in UK. 
 
63 The Honourable William Thomas Rodgers, Baron Rodgers of Quarry Bank, PC, born Liverpool, 1928, 
was one of the ‘Gang of Four’ of senior British Labour Party politicians who defected to form the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP). He subsequently helped to lead the SDP into the merger that formed the present 
Liberal Democrats, and later served as that party's leader in the House of Lords. During 1987-95 he was 
Director-General of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 
 
64 The Honourable Shirley Williams, Baroness Williams of Crosby, PC, born in 1930, is a British politician 
and academic. Shirley Vivien Teresa Brittain Catlin was the daughter of the political scientist and 
philosopher Sir George Catlin and the renowned pacifist and writer Vera Brittain. She was educated at 
Somerville College, Oxford. As a member of Oxford University Dramatic Society, she toured the USA in 
the role of Cordelia in Shakespeare’s King Lear. A Labour Member of Parliament, she was another of the 
‘Gang of Four’ who founded the Social Democratic Party (SDP) in 1981. In 2001-04, she was Leader of 
the Liberal Democrats in the House of Lords and is now Advisor on Nuclear Proliferation to British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown and is Emeritus Professor of Electoral Politics at Harvard University. From 1955-
74, she was married first to the philosopher Sir Bernard Williams, and subsequently in 1987 to Harvard 
professor and Richard E Neustadt historian of the US presidency, who died in 2003. Williams, Shirley, 
Climbing the Bookshelves, Virago, London 2009, pp 279 and Susan Pederson, ‘You’re only interested in 
Hitler, not me,’ review of: Mark Peel, Shirley Williams: The Biography, Biteback 2013, LRB, 19 December 
2013, pp 16-18, who comments on her ‘odd lack of interest in her own psychological make-up...’ which is 
at least equally applicable to her friend John. 
 
65 Bedalians, John Slater. This is Your Life, 1966. 



Two other members of Oxford’s Labour Club were Rupert Murdoch (b 1931),66 
mockingly known as ‘Jasper Murgatroyd’ and Robert J Hawke (b 1929),67 though the 
latter was a 'hearty,' so not a particular friend of John's. As if to reinforce that point in 
1955, R J Hawke of University College, Oxford entered the Guiness Book of Records 
for drinking two-and a-half-pints of beer in 11 seconds flat. This record was not 
equalled until 1967, and certainly not by John. 
 
Malcolm Fraser (b 1930) completed a degree in philosophy, politics and economics 
('Modern Greats') at Magdalen College, Oxford in 1948-52. Fraser had known 
Murdoch since they were both boys and went fishing together with Keith Murdoch on 
Westernport Bay, Victoria, and probably also at Oxford, and later asked Murdoch for 
his papers’ support in the Disissal of the Whitlam government.68  
 
It was an extraordinary Oxford generation.  
 
Other Oxford friends of John’s who had musical interests, included Alan Blyth (1929-
2007)69 also at Pembroke College, who became a prolific music critic, author and 
musicologist and Oleg Kerensky (1930-93),70 across the road at Christ Church 
                                                           
 
66 Keith Rupert Murdoch, AC, KCSG, the Australian-American global media mogul was born at Frankston 
in 1931, the son of Sir Keith and Dame Elisabeth Murdoch. He is the major shareholder, chairman and 
managing director of News Corporation. Beginning with the Adelaide News, Murdoch acquired and 
founded other publications in Australia, before expanding News Corp into UK, USA and Asian media. He 
diversified into Sky Television in UK and became a leading investor in satellite television, the film industry, 
the Internet and the media. According to Forbes 400, 2008, he is the 109th-richest person in the world, 
with a net worth of $8.6 billion. 
 
67 The Honourable Robert James Lee (Bob) Hawke, AC, LLD (hc, USA) B Litt (Oxon) LLB BA, born in 
1929, was the 23rd Prime Minister of Australia. After a decade as president of the Australian Council of 
Trade Unions, he entered politics at the 1980 election and became Prime Minister within three years. He 
was Australia's third longest-serving Prime Minister, and the longest serving and most electorially 
successful Australian Labor Party Prime Minister, achieving the rare feat of winning four consecutive 
federal elections. By the time of Bob’s triumph in 1955, John had left Oxford for almost three years. 
 
68 John Malcolm Fraser, AC, CH, born in 1930, is an Australian Liberal Party politician who was the 22nd 
Prime Minister of Australia. He came to power in the 1975 election, following the dismissal of the Whitlam 
Labor government, in which he played a key role. After three election victories, he was defeated by Bob 
Hawke in the 1983 election, and ended his career alienated from his own party. He has since emerged as 
a convincing liberal-humanist commentator on Australian affairs and reconciled with Whitlam. John’s later 
acquaintance, Joel Deane on Fraser and Murdoch’s friendship, in: Joel Deane, ‘Banquo’s ghost. The 
everlasting influence of Rupert Murdoch, reviewing: David McKnight, Rupert Murdoch: An Investigation of 
Political Power, Allen & Unwin, 2012, ABR, March 2012, pp 12-14. 
 
69 Alan (1929-2007) was particularly known for his writing on opera. About 1962, he began writing music 
criticism for The Times and later The Listener, The Guardian, and Gramophone magazine. He was 
associate editor of the magazine Opera (1967–83) and staff critic on the The Daily Telegraph (1977–89). 
He wrote numerous reviews of opera and vocal recordings, several entries in the Grove Dictionary of 
Music and Musicians, and books, including: Wagner’s Ring: an Introduction (1980) and Remembering 
Britten (1981). Later he lived in the beautiful medieval Suffolk town of Lavenham. 
 
70 Oleg Kerensky (1930-93) was the grandson of Aleksandr Kerensky, prime minister of the Russian 
provisional government in 1917, in the brief interval between the Czarist and Bolshevik regimes. Oleg’s 
father, also Oleg Aleksandrovich Kerensky (1905 - 1984) was a Russian civil engineer of highways and 
bridges. As an associate of the engineering firm Dorman Long, Kerensky assisted on the landmark 1932 
Sydney Harbour Bridge. As an associate, and then a partner, in the firm Freeman Fox & Partners, he was 
designer of the Westgate Bridge in Melbourne, which collapsed on 15 October 1970, killing 35 men.  
 
The Kerensky family settled in UK after the Bolshevik Revolution and Oleg was born in London. He 
became a diplomatic correspondent for the BBC (1955-63), deputy editor of The Listener (1963-8) and 
ballet critic for The Daily Mail, The New Statesman and The International Herald Tribune, with articles in 
The New York Times, Dance and Dancers, Music and Musicians and Ballet Review. Oleg appeared in the 
1981 film Reds portraying his father. He authored several books, including Anna Pavlova, Ballet Scene, 
The Guiness Guide to Ballet, and The New British Drama. Michael Leech, ‘Something to so many,’ Gay 
News, 231. 
 
From 1977, he began to divide his time between London and New York and in 1982, moved to New York 
permanently, as New York correspondent for UK periodicals Musical Opinion and The Stage, and guest 
lecturer at New York University and Fairfield University. He died aged 63 from AIDS at his Greenwich 
Village apartment. Famously, Oleg would consume a multi-course meal consisting entirely of deserts. 
[Obituary, New York Times, July 10, 1993, p 127]. 



College, who became a writer on dance, music and theatre and like Bruce Chatwin 
(1940-89), lived in a tiny flat on the upper floor of an Eaton Square mansion, in 
Kerensky’s case accessed by a miniature lift. Both Blyth and Kerensky remained 
John’s close and important friends.  
 
John’s other friends at Pembroke also included Edmond Wright (later Dr Edmond 
Wright, philosopher and poet)71 Christopher Cooper and Ivan Yates. In the 1948 
Pembroke College matriculation photograph72 both John and his friend Christopher 
can be seen. Ivan, Alan and Edmond were not in the portion chosen. Edmond notes 
that they both look incredibly young.73  
 
In Brideshead Revisited,74 Charles Ryder is advised by his cousin Jasper: ‘You want 
either a first or a fourth. Threre is no value in anything in between. Time spent on a 
good second is time thrown way.’ Clearly unaware of cousin Jasper’s advice from 
seven years earlier, in late 1951 John left Oxford after four years, with good second 
for his BA, and also with a Dip Ed degree.  
 
John sat his final examinations in 3 December 1951, and in the Trinity Term of 1951, 
the Examiners in the Final Honour School of Modern History at Oxford were satisfied, 
and placed John, of Pembroke College, in the second class,75 and he was formally 
admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Arts.76 On 1 August 1952, John satisfactorily 
completed an approved course at the Oxford University Department of Education and 
was recommended by the Delegacy of the Institute of Education to the Ministry of 
Education for recognitioin as a qualified teacher.77 
 

                                                           
 
71 MA, English Language and Literature, Pembroke College, Oxford, 1958 �B.A. Hons. Philosophy, 
University of London, 1969�D Phil, Pembroke College, Oxford, 1975�Hon Member of the Senior 
Common Room, Pembroke College, Oxford�Fellow, Swedish Collegium for the Advanced Study of the 
Social Sciences, University of Uppsala, 1989�Member of the Board of Social Theory (Research 
Committee 16), International Sociological Association. �http://people.pwf.cam.ac.uk/elw33/ �Originally a 
philosopher of perception, he has been led over the past two decades to widening the scope of research to 
include language, epistemology, narrative and religion. He is a social constructivist with an as-yet 
unchallenged defence against the usual objections (on being relativist and solipsist; see one of my most 
recent articles, in the collection I edited, The Case for Qualia, MIT Press, 2008). The theory also embeds 
an account of the origin of language (see the article in the internet journal Anthropoetics:�� Edmond 
Wright, ‘Gregory Bateson: epistemology, language, play and the Double Bind’, Anthropoetics - The Journal 
of Generative Anthropology, Vol XIV, no 1, Summer 2008, �ISSN 1083-
7264,�www.anthropoetics.ucla.edu/ap1401/ 

 
72 In the 2013 Issue of The Pembrokian, the Pembroke College magazine, held by Dr E L Wright. 

 
73 Email from Dr Edmond Wright to Richard Peterson, 15 April 2013. 
 
74 Brideshead Revisited, The Sacred & Profane Memories of Captain Charles Ryder is a novel by Evelyn 
Waugh, published in 1945. 
 
75 Third Class honours was a very respectable result as First Class was rare. Historically, Oxford awarded 
fourth-class honours degrees and, until the late 1970s, did not distinguish between upper and lower 
second-class honours degrees. At Oxford and Cambridge, a Third was historically a 'gentleman's' 
(degree), implying a poor performance by students who were only admitted due to their prestigious family. 

  
76 John’s Bachelor of Arts Certificate, held.  In England, when a candidate is awarded a degree with 
honours, Hons suffixed to their designatory letters, eg: BA (Hons). Honours are awarded when 360 tariff 
points are achieved (typically 6 modules at 20 credits each per year), with a non-honours degree requiring 
at least 300 tariff points. At the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, unlike others, honours classes apply 
to examinations, not degrees. At Oxford, where examinations are split between Prelims for the first part 
and Honour Moderations for the second part, the results of the Final Honour School are generally applied 
to the overall degree.  

Trinity term is the third and final term of the academic year at the University of Oxford, and some other 
universities and schools, from about mid April to about the end of June and is named after Trinity Sunday, 
which falls eight weeks after Easter, in May, or June. 

77The relevant Court Circular, held.   



What John actually studied at Oxford is not known, but Noël Annan has observed 
that amongst his (Annan’s) generation, the one that preceded John’s, the humanities 
subject that attracted the largest number, and cleverest (including himself) was 
history, although even then it was accused of being ‘the soft option.’78 John would 
have riled at that! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Bedales, 1952-68 
 

 
 
During his Dip Ed course at Oxford, John taught for a term at Bedales School79 in 
rural Hampshire, a public (ie: private) boarding school, which has been pioneeringly 
coeducational since 1898. It is known for its fine Arts-and-Crafts style buildings, its 
pupil-centred learning, its liberal ethos and its relaxed attitude. It established a 
reputation for arts teaching and a dedication to drama, art and music. Its Grade 1 
listed buildings include Lupton Hall (1911) and its magnificent Arts-and-Crafts style 
library (1920–21), which was fitted out by the architect Ernest Gimson (1864-1919). 
80  
                                                           
 
78 Noël Annan, Our Age: Portrait of a Generation, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, London 1990, p 357. 
 
79 www.bedales.org.uk, Roy Wake & Pennie Denton, Bedales School. The First Hundred Years, 
Haggerston Press, London 1993 and James L Henderson, Irregularly Bold. A Study of Bedales School, 
Andre Deutsch, London 1978. 
 
80 Bedales School is an independent boarding school with a liberal progressive Arts-and-Crafts 
Movement ethos, which claims to have been the first coeducational public boarding school in England in 
1893., It is located in the village of Steep, near Petersfield, in Hampshire. John Haden Badley (1865-
1967), author, educator and a rare male supporter of the women’s movement, lifelong socialist, influenced 
by the ideals of William Morris and John Ruskin about art and community life, founded it in 1893 in 
reaction to the limitations of his own conventional British Victorian Public School, which he said: 'Simply 
wouldn't do.'  Badley’s autobiography describes a tea with Oscar Wilde at which they discussed the 
English Poets.  
 
He founded Bedales in January 1893 in an old Elizabethan manor at Haywards Heath, then in 1898 at the 
insistence of his wife Amy Garrett, an ardent suffragette, he took the further risk of engaging in a 
'preposterous experiment' which led to Bedales becoming a fully coeducational boarding school. In May 
1899 this pioneering headmaster started building the present school. An able Classicist, tall handsome 
and charismatic, leading through example and great personal authority, though imbued with the personal 
reserve and sexual repression characteristic of the English Public School system.  
 
Aged seventy he retired in 1935 after being headmaster of his school for forty-two years. He wrote several 
books include Bedales School; A School for Boys. Outline of its aims and system, Cambridge University 
Press, 1892, Bedales School: Outline of Its Aims and System: An Essay in Education, Cambridge 
University Press (1912), Bedales: A Pioneer School, Methuen London 1923, Form and Spirit. A Study in 



 
After graduating from Oxford in 1952, John was on the verge of applying to teach at 
Abbotsholme School where Roy Wake had taught, and whose approach to education 
was similar to Bedales, 81 when in 1953, he was asked to accept a permanent 
position at Bedales, teaching History, English and organising ‘Outdoor Work,’ as an 
Assistant House Master.  
 
Subsequently, succeeding Richard Musman, John became Principal House-Master 
and Head of the History Department, positions he retained for some 15 years. So it 
was that during his career, John really only ever taught at one school.  
 
He was living in a ‘lavish splendour’ building known as ‘Palace,’ but by 1966 had 
moved to smaller rooms in Boys’ Flat, ‘…empty sherry glass at his side, …his face 
hidden by the shadow of the hot beam of his table-light,’ his sitting room ‘…graced by 
thousands of books’ and walls decorated with various pictures, including a ‘Georgian 
townscape.’ Also, ‘He has a well-earned reputation in the staff-room as a raconteur 
and wit (perhaps … developed from his ardent following of Max Beerbohm).’ ‘John 
regularly attempts to complete The Times crossword in his spare moments… has an 
affection for the Georgian town of Bath and satisfies his operatic lust by visiting 
Glynbourne in the season.’ 
 
‘…once while holding forth in somewhat dogmatic (!) fashion, gesticulating violently 
with his right hand, the whole staff electrified by his narrative were shocked to see 
Ooffoo’s cat Sam, for whom John has never professed a great affection, make a 
savage leap at the gesticulating hand – biting it viciously. John in his fury put the cat 
out the window, while George sank mirthfully back into his chair thinking it to be the 
funniest thing he had ever seen.’ ‘When not dropping cats, John is always dropping 
names.’ The pupils concluded that John’s life has truly been: ‘Many, varied and 
above all splendid.’82 
 
He certainly led a full and active life at Bedales. He became closely involved by 
assisting with school drama, in a production of The Lady’s Not for Burning, by 
Christopher Fry, produced by Rachel Field and Jean Charlton ‘with assistance from 
John Slater,’ which received reviews in two local papers (one on 8 August 1952, with 
a mention of John and a photograph of the action: ‘Dificult play well handled’),83 and 
                                                                                                                                                       
Religion, London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1951, and his autobiography, Memories and as (1955), written 
ten years earlier. Yet his last work was his magnum opus: A Bible for Modern Readers (the New 
Testament) 1961, and A Bible for Modern Readers (and What It Means for Us): The New Testament, 
James Clarke, London 1961 and The Bible As Seen Today: the Old Testament, Berkshire Printing Co, 
Reading, 1965. After his wife's death he returned to live his last years in the School grounds, where he 
died. 
 
Bedales remains a product of the English Arts-and-Crafts movement. It is known for its beautiful Arts-and-
Crafts Lupton Hall (1911) and War Memorial Libraries (1920–1921) designed by the architect Ernest 
Gimson (1864-1919). The tradition of timber construction continues: its Theatre was designed by Fielden 
Clegg in 1997, and a teaching and administration block by Walters and Cohen in 2005.  
 
Its mission is still to unlock young imaginations. Its relaxed attitude has been the subject of intermittent 
controversy through much of its history. It has no chapel and attracts free-thinkers and some Quakers. 
Bedales is still known for its specialisation in theatrical productions, and it has recently introduced Greek 
as more-or less compulsory at lower levels, with the option of a full range of Classics subjects at A Level.  
 
But there are still few Asian faces there, as it would not suit a 'tiger mother.' According to the Good 
Schools Guide, Bedales is ‘Still good for individuals, articulate nonconformists and people who admire 
such qualities,’ but it is now also now one of the most expensive UK schools, with fees of £7,265 per term 
(non-boarding) and £9,240 (boarding). By comparison, elite Westminster School's 2008/9 fees were 
£6,352 and £9,172 per term. www.bedales.org.uk and Country Life, 'School Life' supplement, Spring 2011, 
pp 6-9. 
 
81 Bradley had been so taken with the educationist Cecil Reddie's approach that in 1896 he left 
Abbotsholme, which Reddie had founded in 1889, to found Bedales. 
 
82 Bedalians, John Slater. This is Your Life, 1966. Sir Maximilian ‘Max’ Beerbohm (1872 -1956), English 
exquisite essayist, parodist, caricaturist and dandy. 

 



The Merry Wives of Windsor  17 December 1952 ‘produced by Rachel Field and 
John Slater’(clearly a promotion!) and in his first year at Bedales, and later A Winter’s 
Tale and Twelfth Night.84 Later as joint-director with the formidable and determined 
Rachel Cary-Field, whose health meant that on occasions, John had to direct on his 
own. In particular, he guided the school production of Shakespeare’s Corialanus, in 
which he used, with some effect, music from Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Fourth 
Symphony. He always helped with make-up for any play. 
 
As actor, he played the role of Private David King, in a Bedales’ adult production of 
Christopher Fry’s play for four male actors, A Sleep of Prisoners, produced in the 
Norman St Peter’s Church, Petersfield,85 near Bedales, and in the church of St Peter, 
Burford, in the Cotswolds, Oxfordshire, both of which have a Norman tower and west 
wall.86 In the summers, he also acted (the students say that ‘…he graced the stage 
with his comely figure’), usually in comedic roles (initially minor, later more major), in 
Shakespearian plays produced by Bedales, in the gardens of houses neighbouring 
the school. John also had a major role in a production of Under Milk Wood, a 1954 
play written for radio by Dylan Thomas, later adapted for the stage, in which an all-
seeing narrator invites the audience to listen to the dreams and innermost thoughts 
of the inhabitants of the imaginary small Welsh village of Llareggub (which 
backwards is ‘bugger all’). 87 
 
On his first trip back to Europe in 1953, John journeyed alone, accompanied only by 
his rucksack, to what was then Yugoslavia, staying mainly with families in Split, 
Dubrovnik, Sarajevo and Zagreb. 
 
Early in his Bedales career, John bought the Lambretta scooter, which with his 
tuxedo strapped in a box on the back, to hear Wagner's Die Maestersinger von 
Nürnberg he rode clear across the Alps to Bayreuth and back, a brave journey of 
over 3,200 kilometres.88 Then he journeyed back home, via Munich for art galleries 
and more operas.  
 
Lambretta had been manufactured by Innocenti since the Model M was produced at 
70 a day, at the end of 1948, two years after Vespa by Piaggo. Its bullets-producing 
wartime factory was declared by Starace during a visit in 1939 as 'a model of fascist 
establishment,' The idea for a scooter came from vehicles dropped into Rome by 
British parachuters. Innocenti met with Colonel D'Ascanio, later engaged by Piaggio 
where he created the Vespa, but found they had a different view of the vehicle to be 
designed. Lambrettas had tubular components, whilst Vespas were pressed metal 
panels. By 1967 the Fiat 500 sold at 475,000 lire, whereas the Lambretta SX 200's 
was 219,000 lire! The 144,000 Lambrettas made yearly in 1963, plummeted to 

                                                                                                                                                       
83 ‘Dificult play well handled,’ Hampshire Telegraph and Post, 8 August 1952, p 4 and ‘More Lady-burning.’ 
[No date, no name] and the The Lady’s Not for Burning, Bedales Dramatic Society, programme, 28 July 
1952, ‘with help from John Slater’ and The Merry Wives of Windsor  17 December 1952 program signed 
on verso by all the cast members, both held 
 
84 Photograph album of professional standard black and white photographs of all these productions 
(undated, held by John Slater). 
 
85 St Peter's was described by Pevsner as ‘one of the most interesting Norman churches in Hampshire,’ 
with its splendid, arcaded, Norman chancel arch. Victorian restoration added a clerestory and other 
significant modifications. 
 
86 Christopher Fry (1907-2005) English playwright, known for verse dramas, especially The Lady's Not for 
Burning, which made him a major force in theatre in 1940-60. He wrote a Sleep of Prisoners in 1951, first 
performed at St Thomas' church, Regent Street, London, that year and later touring with Denholm Elliott 
and Stanley Baker. Jennifer Sherwood and, Nikolaus Pevsner, Oxfordshire. The Buildings of England. 
Penguin, Harmondsworth 1974, pp 502-508. 
 
87 Phonecall from John Slater to Richard Peterson, 10 July 2010. 
 
88 This distance is direct, as the crow flies; the road distance would be even more. 
 



62,209 in 1969, and the last mere made in 1972.89 By c1965, John had up-graded to 
a Volkswagon Beetle 
 

 
 
So continued a life enjoying great art, opera, theatre and other musical 
performances, often shared with friends. 
 
John recalls that key figures at Bedales were Barbara and Geoffrey Crump: Barbara 
became a wonderful librarian: Bedales library had 7,000 books when she was 
appointed, but 30,000 when she retired and also a terrific cook. Geoffrey was 
appointed in 1919 as Senior English Master, and was very successful. One source: ' 
Praises Geoffrey Crump's summer productions of Shakespeare in the gardens of 
Lord Horder, at his seat Ashford Chase, in Steep. 
 
In 1965, J H Bradley, founder of Bedales celebrated his 100th birthday. Among the 
celebrations, Bradley wanted some Shakespeare, and chose Act 5 of A Midsummer's 
Night Dream: John played the role of Bottom in which he was ‘very funny.’  
 
John often performed ‘turns’ at Bedales’ ‘Merry Evenings,’ including an oft-repeated 
hand-shaking imitation, and others performed impersonations of John, particularly of 
him brandishing his all-discovering ‘OY!’ torch, or about his various modes of 
transport. 
 
Merry Evenings were famous Bedales stage entertainments, consisting of original 
material. The tape and a transcript of the lyrics of one of these has survived, written 
by Paul Townshend and John’s friend Christopher Cash. It is undated, but may be at 
the end of 1967, just as John was being elevated to the Inspectorate.90  
 
It contains both John’s recurrent favourite ‘Tattooed Lady’ and the marvellous song: 
‘Burlington Slater’ (sung to the tune of ‘Burlington Bertie’).  
 
 I’m Burlington Slater, I rise ten minutes later 

Than anyone else on the staff; 
Around nine I roll down, complete man about town 
With my gay91 metropolitan laugh; 

                                                           
89' The Innocenti Story,' www.lcgb.co.uk/scooters 
90 A Merry Evening Old Style, given by Paul Townshend and Christopher Cash, songs © Christopher 
Cash, undated casette tape. [Held by Richard Peterson]. 

 
91 Assuredly no homosexual connotation here, as that sense of the word had not yet been invented. 



To keep up my pecker, I peck at my brekker 
While stealing a glance at my sheep; 
From the Mitre in Oxford to the White Horse in Droxford92 
I’m Burlington Slater from Steep. 
 

 
 
The Mitre,17 High Street, Oxford OX1 4AG. 
 

 
 

 White Horse Inn, South Hill, Droxford SO32 3PB, 21 km from Bedales. 
 

My profession’s no mystery – in the day I teach history, 
And a very good teacher I make; 
I once taught Middle Ages to middle school sages 
As I ploughed in the wake of Roy ...er... Wake; 
And now it’s exciting with Miss Ruthie Whiting, 
And together we dig the past deep, 
Just as happy to be in AD as BC – 
I’m Scholarly Slater from Steep. 
 
When in duty at night I mostly sleep tight, 
Which the wrongdoers find most disarming, 

                                                                                                                                                       
 
92 White Horse Inn, South Hill, Droxford, Southampton SO32 3PB and The Mitre, High Street, Oxford, 
Oxfordshire, OX1 4AG. 



But lest they forget that I’m powerful yet 
I can act in a manner alarming –  
Don my old mackintosh, make an improvised cosh 
From a volume of Gibbon, and creep 
To clamp down on debauch with a wave of my torch – OY! – 
I’m Sherlock Holmes Slater from Steep. 
 

 
Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,  
6 vols, 1776-89. 

 
 
A cosh. 



 
 
Sherlock Holmes Slater. 
 
In holiday time, how I tire of this clime 
And like cultured men all seek the south; 
When the long term is done, how I yearn for the sun 
And the taste of the wine in my mouth; 
From the art that is folk, oh, right up to rococo, 
The fruits of the ages I reap; 
Be it purple biretta93 or vintage Lambretta 
I’m Connoiseur Slater from Steep.94 
 

  
  
 Biretta, or Lambretta? 
  
 Only one thing has shaken my poise – I’ve been taken 

For the head of the school for the tots! 
To take me – gent and scholar – for some nursery wallah 
With rooms full of infants in cots! 
But when hurt in my pride I just go for a ride 
Round the roads on my scooter – peep peep – 
For no-one can claim to be the least bit the same  

                                                           
 
93 The headgear of a bishop, still available from Watts & Co of London at www.wattsandco.com. 
 
94 Steep near Petersfield, in East Hampshire, is the village nearest to Bedales School. 
www.steepvillage.com 



As Mr Toad Slater from Steep. 
 

              
  
 Mr Toad Slater 
 
 But now I must take after old Uncle Wake, 

Do my best to be stately like him, 
For soon I’ll be dithering with HMI Witherington,  
Drawing up blueprints for Tim; 
When you see my VW I’ll be coming to trouble you, 
So look to your future and creep, 
For it may speed promotion to treat with devotion 
Lord Curzon Slater from Steep.95 
 

 
 

 Lord Curzon Slater 
 
During vacations at Bedales, John continued to travel and by 1966 had become well 
acquainted with almost every European country: France, The Netherlands, 
Scandinavia, East and West Germany, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and of 
course, Italy. If not travelling, he returned to stay with his parents in Merton and later 
with them in the Cotswolds.96  
 

                                                           
95 Paul Townshend and Christopher Cash, A Merrie Evening Old Style, c1968, [libretto]. 
96 Bedalians, John Slater. This is Your Life, 1966. 



Whilst at Bedales, John led several 'student jaunts' for senior pupils. The first was in 
1956 for two weeks in Italy with members of Bedales Block 6, staying variously in 
Florence, Siena, Rome, Ravenna and Venice, ‘pouncing’ on art museums and 
architecture, particularly for works from from the Renaissance. IThose students now 
in their late fifties, still happily remember these occasions. From that time, each of 
John’s Italian meals would begin with his favourite appetiser: prosciutto e melone. 
 
In 1965, he took students to East and West Germany, and the final trip was to 
‘pounce’ on Berlin, and across the Iron Curtain to Dresden, and finally to Prague. 97  
 
John's predecessor as Staff Inspector, Roy Wake, recalls ‘echoes of happy times’ at 
Bedales:  
 

I left at Christmas 1952 and JGS arrived as a member of the permanent staff 
in September 1952 (although he had been there on teaching practice for one 
term earlier).  From the poem it sounds as if it was written just before he left 
to enter HMI.  Christopher Cash was a dear man - taught art and art history 
and I remember the lectures he gave to the sixth form as part of our General 
Ed.   I remember years later, when I was in the Inspectorate, JGS telling me 
that he had been to see Christopher in hospital (or a hospice) when he had 
terminal cancer.  John was very fond of him.'98 

 
Pupils John taught at Bedales, some of whom remained his friends, include: Gina 
Alexander, historian who later became John’s colleague as an HMI; Nicholas 
Braithwaite, born 1948, symphony orchestra conductor;99 Gyles Brandreth, born 
1948, writer, broadcaster and former Conservative Member of Parliament; 100 Tchaik 
Chassay, born 1943, a ‘society’ architect;101 Peter Draper, academic art, 
archaeological and architectural historian; Adrian Eeles, auctioneer;102  Martin 

                                                           
 
97 Bedalians, John Slater. This is Your Life, 1966. 
 
98 Email to Richard Peterson from Roger Hennessy, quoting from an email to him from Gina Alexander, 26 
August 2012. 
 
99 Nick is the son of conductor Warwick Braithwaite, he is director of the Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra, principal conductor at Sadlers Wells, and conducts in Australia, New Zealand and Scandinavia. 
He is one of the few British who have conducted Wagner’s Ring cycle of operas (he is so proud of this, 
that his own conducting of the Ride of the Valkyrie is the ring-tone on his mobile phone). One of his finest 
recordings is of Verdi’s Requiem. He lives in Adelaide. 
 
100 John remembers Gyles as an exuberant and diverse person. He was president of the Oxford Union, 
editor of the student journal, Isis, director of the Oxford Union Dramatic Society. He became a very visible 
MP, served as a junior minister and whip in John Major's government. He contributed to many newspapers 
and wrote over 30 books, including: Brandeth’s Party Games, Games for Trains, and Party Games, an 
authorised biography of the actor John Gielgud and books on the royal family: Philip and Elizabeth: Portrait 
of a Marriage, Charles and Camilla: Portrait of a Love Affair. He is in demand as a speaker, he held the 
world record for the longest continuous after-dinner speech at 121/2 hours, is a former European Monopoly 
champion and is an enthusiastic and ostentatiously eye-catching collector, eg, of teddy bears. He was 
recently seen in the TV documentary about Princess Margaret. 
 
101 Tchaik was said to epitimise the Eighties style and frequently appeared in the Tatler magazine. He had 
glamourous friends, including Vaclav Havel, Paul Simon, John Malkovich, Christopher Logue, Dave 
Gilmour of Pink Floyd, the Earl of Gowrie, Bernardo Bertolucci, Paul Kasmin and Germaine Greer. He 
bought David Hockney’s Notting Hill flat for his family in 1975, and also lives in Lindos on Rhodes. At 
Bedales he changed his first name from Michael to Tchaik (from Tchaikovsky), whom he felt he 
resembled. He studied for six years at the AA (1961-66), then worked for Edward Cullinan Architects 
(1969-81) and became senior partner. In 1982 he founded Tchaik Chassay Architects. He lectured and 
tutored at Cambridge, Bristol, Hull, Oxford Brookes and Thames Universities. He was on the AA council 
from 1982 and its Vice President in 1986. In 1984 he co-founded The Groucho Club. He is founding 
partner of Chassay+Last and from 2011 of Chassay Studio Ltd, 108 Palace Gardens Terrace W8 4RT. His 
Russian grandfather designed banknotes for the Tsar and fled from the Revolution with their jewels sewn 
into their clothes. He has designed clubs and restaurants, including: the Grouch Club, Freds, the Zanzibar 
and 192. Clients include the Duchess of York, for her ‘home’ Romenda Lodge, Wentworth. Refer: Peter 
Bradshaw and Nick Foulkes, ‘The man who must give Fergie some good taste,’ Evening Standard, 20 May 
1992, p 22 and http://chassaystudio.com 
 



Handley, also symphony orchestra conductor, BBC music commentator and 
repetiteur, born 1951103 Judith Herrin, born 1942, academic Byzantine and medieval 
European historian;104 Mark Kiddel, rock music reviewer for the Spectator; Roger 
Lloyd-Pack (1944-2014) an actor, whose mother Uli, John remained friendly with;105 
Robin Murray, born 1945, academic industrial economist;106 Sandy (Alexander) 
Murray, born 1934, actor and medieval historian;107 Stephen Paistowe, born 1937, 
musician, music journalist on The Gramophone magazine and BBC Radio; 108 (Jon 
Nicolas) Nick Peterson, born 1941, anthropologist of the Australian aboriginals;109  
Michael Selzer, lecturer and antiques dealer in New York; Juwono Sudarsono, 
born 1942, Vice Governor of Indonesian National Defence College (Lemhannas), 
1995-98; a government minster under all five presidents of Indonesia, from Soeharto 
to SBY, including defence minister of Indonesia from 1999-2009, being the first 
civilian to occupy that position for 50 years;110 and Kiffer (Christopher) Weisselberg, 

                                                                                                                                                       
102 Adrian appeared on the front cover of the Talbot Memorial Issue. A Nation Mourns, of Private Eye, No 
506, 8 May 1981, auctioning 28 thousand billion copies of Talbot! (actually ‘Now! The late lamented weekly 
published by ‘Goldenballs,’ (Sir James Goldsmith)’ as annotated by John on my copy. 
 
103 Martin has worked mostly in Western Germany, including from 1975 as repiteur in the Opera House, 
Nururnberg and was the commentator on the 2009 Proms. 
 
104 Judith (born 1942) studied history at the Universities of Cambridge and then Birmingham, where she 
received her doctorate; she worked in Athens, Paris and Munich, and was Stanley J Seeger Professor in 
Byzantine History, at Princeton University before becoming the second Professor of Late Antique and 
Byzantine Studies at King's College, University of London. She retired in 2008 and became a Research 
Fellow there.  Her books include: The Formation of Christendom (London 1989), Women in Purple. Rulers 
of Medieval Byzantium (London, 2000), and Byzantium: the Surprising Life of a Medieval Empire (London, 
2007) and has also published on Byzantine archaeology. Her current research includes women in 
Byzantium and Byzantium in relation to Islam and the West. In 2002 she was awarded the Golden Cross 
of Honour by the President of the Hellenic Republic of Greece. 
 
105 Roger appeared in films including The Go-Between and The Magus; in TV series, in the Royal 
Shakespeare Company and at the Roundhouse.  
 
106 Robin is interested in New Left politics and local community politics. He was at Balliol College, Oxford, 
and at the London School of Economics. He joined the London Business School, where he lectured in 
Economics, lectured at the College of Europe in Bruges and then moved to the Institute of Development 
Studies, the national centre for the study and teaching of development at the University of Sussex, where 
he was a Fellow for 20 years. He was consultant on industrial and development issues to various 
governments, and was Director of Industry in the Greater London Council in the 1980s and Director of 
Development in the Government of Ontario in the 1990s. He co-founded the environmental partnership 
Ecologika, which works in waste, energy, transport, food and health and played a major role in re-direction 
of UK waste policy, including new venture formation, and have more recently as advisers to the Deputy 
Mayor of London in establishing first the London Climate Change Agency, and then a London-wide Green 
Homes concierge service. They are currently working with the Deputy Mayor on a project to develop plug-
in hybrid vehicles. From 2004-5 he was seconded to the Design Council as Director of RED, its innovation 
unit, leading a team working on new forms of health care, particularly in chronic disease management and 
public health. He is a fellow of the Young Foundation. He has written Danger and Opportunity (September 
2009), The Open Book of Social Innovation (2010) and Social Venturing (2009). Refer: 
www.youngfoundation.org 

 
107 Sandy is an academic medieval historian, Emeritus Fellow of University College, Oxford; author of 
Reason and Society in the Middle Ages (1978), After Rome’s Fall. Narrators and Sources in Early 
Medieval History (1998) and Should the Middle Ages Be Abolished? (2004) and also specialising in the 
Spanish Inquisition. Older brother of Robin Murray, of whom John says: ‘a fine pupil, a good handsome 
actor and eventually a distinguished medieval historian,’ following the influence of Roy Wake. 
 
108 Peter is now visiting Professor at Birkbeck College, London, Vice President of the British 
Archaeological Association, former President of the Society of Architectural Historians and member of the 
Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England. His book Reassessing Nikolaus Pevsner, was published in 
2004, ‘Linda Murray: Historian who Popularised Renaissance Art,’ The Guardian 2004 and The Formation 
of English Gothic: Architecture and Identity was published by Yale University Press and the Paul Mellon 
Centre for Studies in British Art, 2006. His publications on medieval architecture have concentrated on 
English cathedrals, with a particular interest in the inter-relationship between architecture and liturgy, and 
he is now extending these interests to include Islamic and Eastern European architecture. 
 
109 Nic was at Bedales, 1953-60, his mother died whilst he was young and John had something of an in 
loco parentis role to him, he went on John’s student trips to Italy; his father was also an anthropologist in 
the East End of London, then Nic went to Kings College, Cambridge and received his doctorate from 
Sydney University. He is now a professor at ANU and an author. 
 



born 1942, businessman, film producer and actor, who later came to live near to 
John in Islington.111  
 

 
 
Roger Lloyd-Pack. 
 
In his memoir Something Sensational To Read In The Train, Gyles Brandreth 
described an amorous with a school nurse at Bedales, when he was 15 and she was 
23, which John took in hand. 
 

Saturday, February 8, 1964 
 

This is difficult to write about, but I will. On Thursday evening, ST and I 
kissed. We were together until midnight. We were together again yesterday 
and all today.  

 
I know it is wrong because she is a member of staff (and she has a fiancé!) 
and we can get into a lot of trouble. I know it is stupid, but it's also wonderful 
and I don't want to stop and nor does she.  

 
Later: We talked and talked. She let me look at her. We touched. She let me 
touch her. It is wonderful  -  exciting and beautiful. She feels guilty about her 
fiancé. They are getting married in the summer.  

 
Sunday, February 9 

                                                                                                                                                       
110 Juwono was one of Bedales’ first intake of international students. He went on to study at University of 
Indonesia, Jakarta, then The Institute of Social Studies, The Hague; The University of California, Berkeley 
and received his Ph D at The London School of Economics. He is the son of the late Dr Sudarsono, 
Minister of Home Affairs in the late 1940s. Juwono was head of the Department of International Relations 
and Dean of the Faculty of Social and Political Science, University of Indonesia (1985-94), taught at The 
School of Public and International Affairs, Columbia University, New York in 1986-87 and author of works 
on political science and international relations. He was Minister of State for the Environment under 
President Soeharto, 1998; Minister for Education and Culture under President B J Habibie, 1998-1999; 
Minister for Defence under President Abdurrahman Wahid (the first civilian in this position in 50 years, 
1999-2000); Ambassador to the UK under President Megawati Soekarnoputri, 2003-4; and Minister for 
Defence under President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, from 2004-09. 
 
111 Co-Producer of The Chain, 1985. 
 



 
Disaster. How it got out I really do not know. Anyway, it is dreadful, ghastly, 
terrible. After lunch, I was told to go and report to John Slater [housemaster].  

 
I went up to his room. He asked me to sit down, and said: 'A little bird tells 
me something that's not quite right.'!!!!  

 
Anyway, he said what he'd heard and asked me if it was true. I said straight 
away that it was. I told him everything. Everything. He told me to go to the 
Library and do some work. That's where I am now, writing this.  

 
I have got to go back to see him again at 5.45pm. He was very friendly. He 
said several novels had been written on this theme! He said if everyone was 
sensible, everything would be all right, but I am quite frightened, to be 
honest.112 

 
This affection with which his pupils held John is further demonstrated by a beautiful 
production: John Slater This is Your Life. It contains many wry illustrations of John, 
and some interesting observations, including about John’s accent, with its whiff of 
Glaswegian, or the pupils suggested ‘cool’ Americanisims, eg: ‘dooplication,’ the 
‘hours he keeps,’ his passion for Baroque architecture providing it was ‘tasteful’, but 
particularly for music and especially Wagner. They noted that John’s severe Scotts 
grandfather severely reprimanded him for daring to ask what the ‘pudding’ was 
before the main course was served, an early instance of John’s obsession with 
deserts. 113 
 
It seems that John respected the individual student’s autonmoy, whilst remaining 
concerned for their well-being. Usually trhese coincided, but when they didn’t, the 
well-being must predominate. 
 
In c1955, the first experimental comprehensive schools were launched. 
 
From 4 March till 7 April, 1964 the Council of Leaders and Specialists Scheme114 
invited John to the United States. This was a US State Department-backed initiative, 
supporting small groups of those who might benefit from seeing the, such as lawyers, 
trade unionists, scientists, and now four teachers, each of whom were developing 
classes in aspects of United States’ history.  
 
So for six weeks the group criss-crossed the States, flying first class, occasionally 
seeing some schools, but looking at architecture. 
 
 in Chicago, staying in exploring Dallas and San Francisco, crossing the Rockies by 
train and stopping in Salt Lake City, where they recognised ‘po-faced madness.’  
 
They begain in Washington and visited the White House to meet President Lyndon 
Johnson (1908-73, president 1963-69) and whilst in Washington, were invited to 
Charter Day at Howard University, noted for its Black American academic staff and 
student body, and for John and his colleagues to be privileged and moved to hear a 
stirring speech there by Martin Luther King Jnr (1929-68). He met Kingman Brewster, 
later US Embassador in London.  
 

                                                           
112 Gyles Brandreth, Something Sensational To Read In The Train, John Murray, London 2011. 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1222066/Angela-Rippons-rages-Joanna-Lumley-scanties--night-I-
disgraced-Ted-Heaths-shoes-Gyles-Brandreth-opens-diary.html 
 
113 The original is held by John. 
 
114 Its address was 818, 18th Street, Washington DC. A later participant in the scheme, Jannis Mandakis, 
wrote in June 1972 thanking the Council for his excellent impression of the high level [classical] music 
education in the United States, despite lack of interest of the American public in music. 
 



They went on to the University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia; to Athens, 
Tennessee, where tyey were noticed in the local newspaper; to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee; Atlanta, Georgia; New Orleans; San Fransisco, Yosemite National Park 
and Sacramento in California; Salt Lajke City, Utah;  Denver, Collorado; Chicago; 
Detroit; Harvard University, Boston; the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, New York; Hotchkiss 
School, Lakeville, Connecticutt; Keene, New Hampshire.115    
 
John thence became a convinced fan of the USA, in the tradition of those British 
preceding him, including: D H Lawrence (for periods from 1922-25), Alistair Cooke 
(from 1932), Aldous Huxley (from 1937), Christopher Isherwood and Wystan Auden 
(both from 1939), Sir Harold Evans (visited on a Harkness Fellowship from 1956-7), 
David Hockney and Richard Hamilton (both in 1963, Hamilton travelling with his 
friend Marcel Duchamp), Reyner Banham (from c1970) and John Lennon (from 
1971). 
 
The trip was generously funded, and when it finished John had enough unspent 
dollars to cover his subsequent flight to Mexico, exploring the Mexico City and later 
visiting Puebla, Oxaca, and Merida on the Yucatan Peninsula. He returned to 
Bedales, now able to develop further a voluntary course in American Studies, which 
was very popular with students. Soon after the War, chairs in American History and 
American Literature were set up in the UK.  
 
But there was more travel. An important influence on John was the late Roy Wake (), 
mentioned earlier. Roy was John’s friend, colleague and predecessor at Bedales, a 
medievalist who taught history, and was appointed in 1959, an HMI (Her Majesty’s 
Inspector of Schools).116  
 

                                                           
115 Program, Council on Leaders and Specialists, for The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, Office 
of European Programs, Room 5805A, Department of State. [Held]. 
 
116 Roy Wake with Pennie Denton wrote the history of the school: Bedales School: The first 100 years, 
1993. 
 
HMI was founded in 1839 and is responsible for inspecting the standards of independent schools and state 
schools, local education authorities, child day care and childminding in England and it monitors the work of 
the Independent Schools Inspectorate. HMI are empowered and required to provide independent advice to 
the United Kingdom government and parliament on matters of policy, and to publish an annual report to 
parliament on the quality of educational provision in England. HMI are appointed by Order in Council, are 
office holders under the Crown and not responsible to any government department, or minister. Senior 
inspectors are titled Her Majesty's Inspectors (HMI) and are appointed by the Queen in Council. 
[Wikipedia, accessed 23 January 2010]. 


